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PREFACE 

IT  was  in  the  year  1888  that  Edward  King, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  became  patron  of  the  Guild 
of  S.  Barnabas  for  Nurses.  At  that  time  the 
Guild  had  been  twelve  years  in  existence,  stand- 
ing upon  its  own  feet,  attached  to  no  parish, 
religious  community,  or  institution,  and  without 
the  support  of  any  well-known  name.  The  object 
of  the  Guild  is  a  spiritual  one  ;  it  is  not  a  benefit 
society,  or  a  league  of  defence,  nor  does  it  concern 
itself  with  the  practice  of  nursing,  or  the  econo- 
mics and  politics  of  the  profession.  Its  concern  is 
simply  with  the  soul  of  the  nurse,  with  her  motives 
and  ideals,  with  her  faith  and  hope  and  love ;  offer- 
ing the  Guild  fellowship  and  Guild  ministrations 
to  all  trained  nurses  belonging  to  the  Church  who 
wish  to  make  their  service  to  the  sick  a  service  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Its  rule  of  life,  its  meet- 
ings, devotional  and  social,  its  retreats,  its  little 
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monthly  paper  Misericordia,  its  motto  — "  Je  le 
pansay ;  Diea  le  guarit,"1  are  all  directed  to  this 
one  spiritual  end. 

Up  to  the  year  1876,  the  date  of  the  starting  of 
the  Guild,  nothing  of  the  sort  had  been  attempted 
for  nurses.  Other  professions  had  their  guilds, 
but  the  nurse  had  been  left  out  in  the  cold.  The 
provision  for  her  spiritual  welfare  in  hospitals  was 
of  the  most  meagre  description.  In  private  nurs- 
ing it  was,  if  possible,  even  worse,  almost  no 
opportunities  being  given  for  attendance  at  Divine 
Service  or  the  Sacraments.  That  a  nurse  had  a 
soul  that  could  starve  and  suffer  and  die,  that 
she  was  weighted  with  great  responsibilities  and 
subject  to  great  temptations  was  in  most  cases 
forgotten  or  ignored.  And  yet  those  who  em- 
ployed them  expected  them  to  be,  under  all 
circumstances,  angelic,  and  were  pitiless  when 
they  found  in  them  a  share  in  human  frailty. 
Miss  Antrobus  learned  all  this  by  her  own 
sorrowful  experience  as  a  nurse,  and  her  heart 
ached  to  do  something  towards  a  better  order 

1  "I  tended  him;  God  cured  him" — the  familiar  words  of 
Ambroise  Pare'. 
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— for  the  patient's  sake  as  well  as  for  the 
nurse's.  The  Guild  of  S.  Barnabas  which  she 
founded  was  the  outcome  of  this  compassionate 
desire. 

The  first  years  of  the  Guild  were  years  of 
experiment,  more  or  less  wise.  The  nursing 
institutions  gave  us  little  encouragement ;  they 
looked  with  suspicion  upon  what  seemed  to  them 
an  invasion  of  their  kingdom.  One  matron  was 
actively  hostile  to  us,  and  warned  her  nurses 
that  to  join  the  Guild  would  mean  instant 
dismissal.  It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  this 
particular  association  brings  to  us  now  some  of 
our  most  zealous  members.  For  various  reasons 
the  growth  of  the  Guild  was  at  first  slow,  but 
those  who  did  join  us  in  those  early  days  of 
reproach  were  deeply  in  earnest ;  they  showed 
no  resentment,  but  set  themselves  to  wear  down 
misrepresentation  by  the  sheer  weight  of  patience 
and  consistency.  When  Bishop  King  cast  in  his 
lot  with  us  this  policy  of  patient,  hopeful  wait- 
ing had  to  some  extent  borne  fruit.  Of  direct 
opposition  we  heard  little,  yet  a  murmur  of 
suspicion  was  still  in  the  air  that  we  were  what 
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is  called  "  extreme, "  and  as  such  disloyal  to  the 
Church  of  England.  The  Bishop  himself  had 
to  bear  a  measure  of  the  same  suspicion,  and 
on  this  account  might  well  have  hesitated 
before  giving  the  sanction  of  his  name  to  a 
mistrusted  society.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he 
did  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  accede  to  our 
request  that  he  should  become  our  patron,  nor 
did  he  make  any  conditions  or  in  any  way  fetter 
our  liberty.  From  first  to  last  he  always  trusted 
us,  and  the  knowledge  that  he  did  so  kept  us, 
I  am  sure,  from  many  a  mistake.  His  influence 
in  the  Guild  was  very  remarkable,  the  more  so 
because  he  was  personally  unknown  to  by  far 
the  majority  of  its  members.  On  four  occasions 
only  he  appeared  at  the  anniversaries  of  the 
Geild  in  London.  Three  of  the  addresses  he 
gave  at  these  meetings  have  been  preserved  and 
are  printed  in  this  book. 

In  the  January  of  each  year  he  was  wont  to 
address  a  letter  of  counsel  and  greeting  to  the 
Guild  through  their  paper  Misericordia.  These 
letters  are  collected  here.  They  are  absolutely 
simple,    unlaboured,    and   unadorned  ;    yet   they 
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served  their  purpose  excellently,  helping  the 
nurses  to  feel  his  continued  care  for  them,  and 
bringing  to  them  the  comfort  of  his  blessing. 
All  this  may  seem  to  represent  but  a  slight  and 
distant  relationship,  and  yet  when  the  Bishop 
died  it  was  as  if  a  personal  friendship  had  passed 
out  of  our  life.  His  love  had  been  indeed 
a  reality  to  us,  a  paternal  love,  partial  in  its 
judgement,  prejudiced  in  our  favour,  believing  us 
capable  of  the  best  things,  and  idealizing  all  we 
did.  It  was  part  of  the  secret  of  his  helpfulness 
that,  though  he  knew  our  shortcomings  as  well 
as  anybody  knew  them,  yet  he  always  found 
something  to  praise  in  us,  something  for  which 
he  thanked  us.  This  optimism  did  us  no  harm. 
No  one  of  us  supposed  that  we  really  deserved  the 
good  he  thought  and  said  of  us,  but  it  made  us 
ashamed  of  not  deserving  it,  and  stirred  up  within 
us  the  desire  and  hope  that  one  day,  God  helping 
us,  we  might  become  what  he  dreamed  we  were. 
Writing  to  me  in  1903,  he  sent  this  message  to  the 
Guild  nurses — "Give  them  my  love  and  blessing. 
Tell  them  ...  I  daily  remember  them  in  my 
prayers."     To  have  had  his  prayers  every  day 
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for  all  these  years  may,  apart  from  other  help, 
well  account  for  the  power  for  good  that  he  has 
been  to  us. 

The  nurses  of  the  Lincoln  Branch  of  the  Guild 
have  had  a  privilege  which  no  other  branch  has 
had,  for  they  have  seen  much  of  the  Bishop. 
He  placed  his  private  chapel  and  reception-rooms 
at  their  disposal,  and  often  welcomed  them  there  in 
person.  They  met  him  by  the  bedside  of  their 
patients,  passed  him  to  and  fro  in  the  streets,  and 
listened  to  him  in  his  Cathedral,  and  it  is  no  ex- 
travagance to  say  that  it  did  them  good  even  to 
look  at  him.  One  of  the  kindliest  of  men  by  native 
temperament,  his  life-long  communion  with  God 
had  touched  his  genial  face  with  a  light,  a  sweet- 
ness, and  a  spiritual  beauty  that  charmed  all  who 
saw  him,  poor  as  well  as  rich,  old  and  young. 
And  his  manners,  perfect  in  their  old-world 
courtesy  to  poor  and  rich  alike,  added  to  the 
charm  ;  he  met  people  as  if  he  looked  up  to  them, 
as  in  truth,  in  his  humility,  I  think  he  did. 

Amongst  the  spiritual  writers  who  most  appealed 
to  him,  his  favourite  was,  perhaps,  Bishop  Sailer 
of  Ratisbon.     He  often  quoted  him  to  us  and  en- 
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couraged  us  to  translate  and  print  in  Misericordia 
his  writings.  The  two  Bishops  had  indeed  much 
in  common,  the  same  evangelical  simplicity,  the 
same  warmth  and  tenderness  of  piety,  the  same 
all-embracing  sympathy.  In  Bishop  King's  Cud- 
desdon  days  it  was  of  Charles  Marriot  of  Oriel 
that  he  used  to  speak  to  his  students,  as  his  dear 
and  venerated  spiritual  guide.  Sailer  came  to  him 
later  on  when,  on  his  appointment  to  the  Chair  of 
Pastoral  Theology  in  Oxford,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  study  the  German  theologians  more  closely  and 
more  extensively.  By  a  happy  chance,  in  1903, 
we  met  with  an  original  portrait  of  Sailer,  and 
this  the  Guild  presented  to  him.  It  gave  him  very 
great  pleasure,  and  he  had  an  easel  made  for  it, 
that  it  might  stand  always  in  front  of  him  as  he 
wrote.  Here  it  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Three  days  before  he  died  he  bequeathed  this  in- 
teresting picture  to  the  Guild.  A  photograph  of 
it  will  be  found  facing  page  131  of  this  book. 

E.  F.  RUSSELL, 

Chaplain  of  the  Guild. 
S.  Alban's,  Brooke  Street, 
Holborn. 
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GENTLENESS ' 

"  Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great" 

Ps.  xviii.  35  (Bible  Version). 

OUR  minds  and  hearts  are  full  of  the  great  event 
that  began  to  be  celebrated  a  week  ago,  and  is 
still  being  commemorated  now.  And  surely  we 
do  well  to  prolong  amongst  us  our  thankfulness, 
for  it  is  a  unique  event.  It  has  been  a  wonderful 
display  of  the  resources  of  England's  wealth,  and 
of  her  power  ;  but  that  which  gave  most  satis- 
faction to  thoughtful  minds  was  the  evidence  of 
her  moral  power,  and  the  grateful  appreciation 
of  those  who  came  from  all  parts  of  our  Empire 
to  take  part  in  our  jubilee  rejoicing.  They  did 
not  come  under  compulsion  to  assist  at  the 
coronation  triumph,  as  it  was  formerly  under 
the  Roman  Empire,  but  they  came  willingly  and 

1  Address  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln  at  the  Twenty- 
first  Anniversary  of  the  Guild,  June  29,  1897,  at  S,  Barnabas's, 
Pimlico. 
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gratefully ;  they  came  for  those  whom  they 
represented  to  express  their  satisfaction  and 
their  gratitude  for  the  justice,  liberty,  and  good 
will  which  as  members  of  the  British  Empire 
they  enjoy.  It  is  because  India  has  known  and 
appreciated  the  justice  of  English  rule,  it  is 
because  she  knows  that  English  judges  cannot 
be  bribed  for  gold  that  the  Indian  Princes  have 
come  from  so  great  a  distance  to  rejoice  with  us. 
And  all  this  moral  power  was  felt  to  be  centred 
in,  and  fostered  by,  the  personal  character  of  our 
Queen.  It  was  no  warrior's  triumph,  it  was  the 
triumph  of  a  woman,  and  a  woman  who  has  done 
her  work  in  a  woman's  way,  by  thoughtfulness 
and  kindness,  and  ready  sympathy,  by  constant 
attention  to  those  who  were  suffering,  being  stead- 
fast in  the  path  of  duty,  rejoicing  with  those  who 
rejoice,  and  weeping  with  those  who  weep. 

And  so  that  telegram  that  was  flashed  the  whole 
world  round  was  a  wonderful  exhibition,  not 
only  of  the  progress  which  science  has  made,  but 
of  something  far  more  wonderful  and  powerful 
and  precious.  "From  my  heart  I  thank  my 
bdoved  people.     May  God  bless  them."     It  is 


GENTLENESS  5 

a  simple  expression  of  a  woman's  heart,  that  tells 
of  gentleness  and  love,  and  sincerity,  and  reflecting 
somewhat  of  the  divine  pattern  which  is  given  in 
my  text — "Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great." 
Now  the  application  of  this  is  not  difficult.  In 
many  cases  the  form  which  the  thankfulness  of  the 
people  in  England  for  their  Queen  has  taken  at 
this  time  has  been  the  promotion  of  different  kinds 
of  nursing  throughout  the  country.  Nursing, 
beyond  question,  represents  woman's  work.  It 
is  just  what  a  woman  has  to  give  that  the  true 
nurse  wants — the  singular  quickness  of  sympathy, 
the  quickness  of  eye  to  see  the  turn  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  patient,  to  see  what  is  wanted  before 
the  word  is  spoken,  the  quickness  of  ear  to  catch 
the  word  which  a  less  capable  ear  would  miss : 
it  is  just  that  gentleness  of  voice  which  is  wanted 
in  a  sick-room,  when  the  poor  sick  one  cannot 
bear  a  loud  voice :  it  is  that  gentleness  of  voice 
and  hand  to  which  alone  a  person  who  has  been 
sick  will  trust  himself  with  confidence.  And 
these  are  just  a  woman's  gift.  But,  if  it  requires, 
as  it  does,  a  special  gentleness  to  do  a  nurse's 
work,  you  know  that  with  the  gentleness  strength 
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is  needed  also.  It  is  hard  work,  it  needs  a  person 
who  is  strong,  and  who  will  economize  and  be 
ready  to  spend  her  strength,  strength  not  only 
physical  but  moral.  The  sick  man  is  weak  and 
nervous  and  fanciful,  and  what  he  wants  often 
as  much  as  medicine  is  encouragement,  and  that 
means  putting  heart  into  the  patient.  It  wants 
a  person  with  a  heart  to  do  this,  a  person  who 
is  full  of  feeling,  but  who  is  not  made  weak  and 
afraid  by  feeling,  full  of  feeling  together  with 
self-control,  self-discipline,  and  self-culture;  and 
when  there  is  that  combination  of  gentleness  with 
strength,  that  is  the  very  power  that  is  wanted 
by  the  sick  man's  bed,  who  is  weak  and  who  is 
losing  heart  in  himself. 

But  you  know  the  difficulty  of  it.  There  is  the 
strain  upon  the  nurse's  strength,  but  there  is  more 
than  that  surely,  there  is  a  singular  demand  made 
on  the  nervous  system  of  those  who  watch  the 
sick.  The  being  constantly  in  the  presence  of  sick- 
ness, the  being  up  sometimes  night  after  night, 
so  that  the  nerves  get  over-wrought,  and  this  with 
the  consciousness  again  and  again  that,  as  far  as 
this  world  is  concerned,  the  battle  will  be  lost? 
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and  death  is  coming  on,  the  resources  of  defence 
cannot  hold  out  any  longer,  that  there  must  be 
defeat.  This  makes  a  great  demand  on  the  nerve- 
power  of  those  who  watch  by  the  sick  and  dying. 

How  is  this  strength  to  come  ?  How  are  women 
to  have  the  gift  of  gentleness  with  strength  ?  No 
doubt  habit  will  do  something  ;  no  doubt  a  person 
who  has  been  through  with  a  certain  number 
of  severe  operations  will  acquire  some  degree 
of  nerve  ;  no  doubt,  over  and  above  mere  habit, 
there  is  the  still  greater  value  of  training  and 
knowledge  in  order  that  this  work  may  be  carried 
on  ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will  not  be  able 
to  stand  this  strain,  retaining  this  gentleness, 
unless  you  seek  it  from  the  divine  source.  "  Thy 
gentleness  hath  made  me  great." 

It  is  the  presence  of  God  in  those  who  wait 
in  the  sick-room  :  it  is  the  bringing  through  them 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  gentleness 
of  the  Most  High,  and  at  the  same  time  the  might 
of  God  ;  it  is  this  presence  of  religion  in  the 
character  and  mind,  in  the  hearts  of  the  nurses, 
which  gives  them  their  real  efficiency.  It  is  this 
that  enables  them  to  have  resources  of  gentleness 


8  COUNSELS  TO  NURSES 

and  endless  strength,  because  the  source  is  divine, 
and  the  love  which  is  the  fountain  of  gentleness 
is  purified  in  the  fear  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  it  is 
freed  from  prejudice  and  partiality,  and  is  able  to 
love  those  who  want  love. 

And  is  not  that  a  difficulty,  for  poor  human 
nature  to  love  without  prejudice  or  partiality  ? 

Are  not  some  patients  less  attractive  than 
others  ?  Are  not  some  patients,  by  the  very  fact 
of  their  being  sick,  irritable  and  unreasonable, 
so  ready  to  complain  and  find  fault,  but  who  yet 
are  the  very  first,  when  they  are  well  again, 
to  acknowledge  it  ? 

But  you  know  what  is  wanted  at  the  time  when 
sickness  is  upon  them.  They  want  that  divine 
influence  which  only  a  woman  can  bring  to  bear 
by  her  gentleness,  and  which  can  enable  her 
to  help  any  one  who  wants  her  help.  And  so 
I  do  not  see  how  you  could  expect  to  carry  on 
the  work,  unless  it  was  done  under  religious 
influence  to  sustain  it.  And  at  times  to  do  it 
you  must  play  hazard  with  your  own  lives. 
Again  and  again  there  are  moments  when  you 
are  wrestling  in  the  presence  of  death,  and  have 
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to  do,  not  what  is  most  prudent  for  your  own  life 
here,  but  what  is  quite  reasonable  if  you  do  it  in  a 
Christian  spirit. 

So  there  is  many  a  Christian  nurse  who  plays 
hazard  with  her  life  for  the  sake  of  Christ, 
knowing  that  He  loved  up  to  the  point  of  death  : 
"  He  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  And 
He  has  told  me  to  love  as  He  loves  me. 

Only  the  other  day  I  heard  a  wonderful  account 
of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  in  India  in  the  midst  of 
plague  and  famine,  sometimes  single-handed  and 
in  badly-equipped  wards,  and  with  death  all  round 
them,  but  moving  like  angels  in  their  gentleness 
and  courage  in  the  midst  of  all  this  harrowing 
confusion  and  horror.  It  is  a  wonderful  triumph 
that  we  have  seen  lately  of  women  giving  them- 
selves up  for  the  nursing  of  the  sick,  and  you  know 
how  they  have  been  doing  it,  not  only  here  in 
England,  but  in  India,  Africa,  Asia,  and  all  the 
world  round.  It  is  a  thing  which  makes  one's 
heart  rejoice  when  one  thinks  there  are  over  one 
thousand  women  in  the  Guild  of  Misericordia 
who  do  try  to  bring  to  bear  their  gentleness  to  the 
service  of  the  sick  and    other  suffering    fellow 
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creatures.  It  is  something  for  which  one  is 
doubly  thankful  to  know  that  this  Guild  has  been 
carrying  on  its  silent  work  for  twenty-one  years. 
It  is  a  thing  for  which  we  should  all  be  thankful, 
and  all  ought  to  show  their  thankfulness  and  their 
sympathy. 

It  may  be  that  some  here  present  to-night  could 
show  their  sympathy  in  a  practical  way  by  joining 
the  Guild  themselves  ;  but  if  they  cannot  do  that, 
they  might  help  the  work  forward  by  giving  alms, 
so  that  the  Guild  should  not  be  crippled  for  want 
of  funds  ;  or,  if  they  cannot  do  that,  at  least  they 
should  deem  it  a  privilege  to  remember  it  in  their 
prayers. 

That  here  there  are  more  than  a  thousand 
women  who  are  giving  themselves  up  to  the 
service  of  the  Master  in  the  way  we  know  is 
acceptable  to  Him,  for  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  to  the  least  of  these  My  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  Me."  He  will  accept  it  as  done  unto 
Himself.  And  I  cannot  conclude  without  one 
further  word — it  is  this,  the  words  of  my  text : 
"  Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great,"  are  words 
which  I  feel  sure  will  express  the  feelings  of  many 


GENTLENESS  11 

and  many  a  sick  man  and  sick  woman  who  has 
been  tended  by  a  member  of  this  Guild  of 
Misericordia.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  many 
a  man  and  woman  who  would  look  up  to  the 
nurse's  face  and  say,  "It  was  thy  gentleness  that 
has  made  me  strong  again,  your  patience  with  all 
my  bad  temper,  all  my  irrational  complaints  when 
the  fever  was  upon  me  ;  it  was  your  courage  and 
gentleness  that  have  made  me  well  and  strong 
again,  that  have  made  me  great." 

But  I  do  not  believe  it  would  stop  there.  I 
believe  there  are  many  men  and  women  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  to  whom  nurses  have  gone 
from  this  Guild,  who  would  say,  "Oh!  it  was 
thy  gentleness  that  made  me  great.  I  never 
believed  in  human  kindness  before,  or  thought 
there  was  really  such  a  thing  as  unselfish  love. 
I  never  understood  it.  I  never  thought  it  possible 
that  Christianity  could  become  a  practical  example 
for  us  people  here  ;  but  I  have  seen  it,  and  felt  it 
in  you.  'Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great.' 
You  have  been  the  means  of  making  me  believe 
in  the  patience  and  gentleness  and  goodness  of 
Christ  in  making  me  what  I  am." 
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And  when  all  this  world  is  over  I  doubt  not 
there  will  be  found  those  who  will  be  seated 
on  the  throne  in  heaven  with  the  Saviour,  and 
who  from  that  throne  will  say  to  some  of  those 
who  hazarded  their  lives  in  this  Guild,  "  But  for 
you,  under  God,  I  never  should  have  been  here. 
It  was  thy  gentleness  that  made  me  great,  thy 
power,  thy  impartial  love,  that  helped  me  to 
accept  the  Saviour's  love." 

So,  dear  friends,  may  God's  blessing  rest  upon 
all  of  you,  and  give  you  all  that  strength  which 
you  may  require.  So  shall  your  labour  not  only 
be  blessed  again  and  again  to  the  refreshment  of 
the  bodies  only  of  those  you  serve,  but  also  that 
vou  may  be  the  winners  of  souls  for  Christ. 
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"By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  My 
disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another." 

S.  John  xiii.  35. 

MANY  people  who  try  not  only  to  be  good 
themselves,  but  to  do  good  to  others — to  make 
others  good — become  sad  and  despondent,  and 
are  tempted  to  lose  heart,  because  their  efforts 
are  so  often  misunderstood  and  misrepresented, 
and  even  put  aside  altogether,  and  rejected  as  if 
they  were  bad. 

Thus,  some  who  have  made  great  efforts  to 
promote  the  education  of  the  young,  who  have 
fully  realized  the  national  importance  of  know- 
ledge in  all  its  branches,  but  who  have,  never- 
theless, felt  the  unmistakable  lesson  of  the  Bible 
to  be,  that  knowledge,  without  the  knowledge  of 
God,  is  not  true  education,    and   will    not    lead 

1  Preached  on  the  Guild  Anniversary,  June  18th,  1901,  in  the 
Church  of  S.  Margaret,  Westminster. 
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man  to  his  highest  perfection  and  greatest  happi- 
ness :  such  persons,  desiring  to  place  the  educa- 
tion of  their  country  on  a  religious  basis,  have 
often  found  themselves  hampered  and  checked, 
and  regarded  as  if  they  were  the  troublers  of 
Israel  by  their  persistent  advocacy  of  what  is 
called  the  "Religious  question." 

Others  too,  who  have  felt  deeply  the  mystery 
of  religion — who  have  felt  that  nature  is  but  the 
name  for  an  effect  of  which  the  cause  is  God, 
who  have  felt  their  inability  to  express  in  any 
one  way  the  inexpressible  treasures  which  are 
contained  in  the  revelation  of  God,  who  have 
therefore  endeavoured  to  bring  everything  that 
is  good  into  the  service  of  God— all  that  is 
beautiful  to  the  eye  in  form  or  colour — all  that 
delights  the  ear  in  sweetness  and  harmony  of 
sound  ;  such  persons,  desiring  earnestly  to  honour 
God,  and  to  enable  others  to  find  Him,  and 
worship  Him  with  all  their  mind,  all  their  soul, 
all  their  heart,  all  their  strength,  in  the  restored 
beauty  of  our  churches,  and  in  the  richer  and 
more  carefully  rendered  services,  have  often  been 
misunderstood,    and    misrepresented,    as    though 
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they  were  carnal  in  their  minds  rather  than 
spiritual ;  as  though  they  had  desired  to  promote 
the  importance  of  man  rather  than  the  glory  and 
worship  of  God. 

Such  misunderstandings  and  misrepresentations 
of  our  best  endeavours  are  naturally  disappointing 
and  disheartening.  And  yet  we  ought  not  to  be 
altogether  surprised.  When  the  Saviour  came 
into  the  world,  though  "  He  came  to  His  own,  His 
own  received  Him  not " :  many  people  did  not 
believe  in  Him  —  even  His  disciples  did  not 
always  understand  Him.  He  had  many  things 
that  He  desired  to  say  to  them,  but  they  could  not 
bear  them  then.  If  it  was  so  with  the  Master,  we 
must  not  lose  heart  if  it  is  so  sometimes  with  us 
who  are  His  servants.  Rather  should  we  rejoice 
if  we  may  be  allowed  a  fellowship  in  His  suffer- 
ings, and  thus  help  to  "fill  up  that  which  is  lacking 
of  the  afflictions  of  Christ  for  His  Body's  sake, 
which  is  the  Church." 

If  we  are  thus  in  some  ways  led  to  regret  that 
our  witness  for  Christ  is  not  as  readily  and 
universally  received  as  we  should  desire  it  to 
be,  there  is  yet  one  way  which  is  still  left  open 
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to  us,  and  which  meets  with  almost  universal 
acceptance  and  approval.  It  is  the  way  which 
the  Saviour  has  pointed  out  to  us  in  my  text— 
the  way  of  Love:  "By  this  shall  all  men  know 
that  ye  are  My  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another." 

"  Oh,  might  we  all  our  lineage  prove, 
Give  and  forgive,  do  good  and  love : 
By  soft  endearments  in  kind  strife 
Lightening  the  load  of  daily  life ! " 

"By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  My 
disciples,  if  ye  have  love" — This  was  the  mark 
the  Saviour  chose  by  which  His  disciples  should 
be  known.  Not  by  works  of  power,  not  by  gifts 
of  divers  languages,  not  by  miracles,  or  gifts  of 
healing,  but  by  the  apparently  more  natural  gift 
of  love.  This,  the  Saviour  foretold  would  win 
our  acceptance  by  the  people  :  this  was  to  be 
the  key  which  would  open  all  hearts.  This,  He 
said,  will  make  people  ready  to  believe  that  we 
are  His  disciples — that  we  come  from  Him :  by 
this  we  shall  best  be  His  witnesses,  and  lead 
people  to  come  to  Him,  and  to  believe  in  Him, 
and  accept  the  truth  that  should  make  them  free. 
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What  the  Saviour  foretold  to  His  disciples  in 
these  words  He  taught  them  by  His  own 
example.  Much  of  the  short  time  during  which 
our  Saviour's  ministry  lasted  visibly  here  on 
earth  was  spent,  as  you  know,  in  acts  of  love — 
love  shown  in  relieving  the  bodily  wants  of  the 
sick  and  needy.  He  was  indeed  the  Truth 
Who  came  into  the  world  to  bear  witness  unto 
the  truth,  and  yet  how  much  of  His  time  was 
spent  in  attending  to  the  bodily  wants  of  the 
people — in  feeding  the  hungry,  in  healing  the 
sick.  He  knew  what  was  in  man — He  knew 
what  was  man's  greatest  need.  Man  was  made 
for  God,  and  God  is  Love.  Man  cannot  rest 
except  in  love.  In  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
love  of  man,  man  finds  his  true  perfection  and 
peace. 

Love  has  a  disarming  power,  it  puts  away 
prejudice,  and  inclines  to  consent.  Think  how 
the  Jews  in  Jerusalem  rejected  the  Apostles' 
doctrine  !  Yet  when  they  saw  the  man  lame 
from  his  mother's  womb,  healed  and  standing 
with  Him,  they  could  say  nothing  against  it. 
Love  is  a  great  power  in  heaven,  and  on  earth, 
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for  God  is  Love.  And  those  who  spend  their 
days  in  deeds  of  love  are  witnesses  for  God : 
they  show  amid  the  sufferings  and  miseries  and 
confusion  of  this  present  world  what  God  really 
is.  This,  my  daughters  in  Christ,  is  your  great 
privilege.  You  have  been  enrolled  as  members 
of  the  Guild  of  S.  Barnabas  ;  you  have  been 
admitted  into  a  Society  whose  daily  duties  are  a 
witness  of  what  God  is.  You  bear  the  mark 
which  a  man  can  best  understand,  and  from 
which  they  will  most  readily  learn  that  you  are 
Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's. 

I  thank  God  for  His  great  goodness  towards 
you.  For  twenty-five  years  He  has  watched  over 
you,  and  has  kept  you  under  His  good  provi- 
dence, in  His  fear,  and  His  love.  His  blessing 
has  been  upon  you,  and  your  members  have 
increased  wonderfully.  God  has  given  you  faith 
and  courage  to  go  with  Him  into  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  He  has  strengthened  your  faith  by 
refreshing  you  with  the  consciousness  of  His 
Presence,  and  His  love.  The  power  and  the  joy 
of  this  you  know.  It  has  enabled  you  to  endure 
hardness  as  true  soldiers  of  the  Christ:    it  has 
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enabled  you  to  bear  fatigue  :  it  has  helped  you  to 
be  regular  in  your  meals,  to  forego  your  sleep,  to 
share  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  by  your  genuine 
sympathy,  to  comfort  and  support  them  by  the 
steady  power  of  your  own  faith  in  the  very 
presence  of  death.  You  have  been  enabled — 
like  Epaphroditus — to  play  hazard  with  your 
lives,  and  we  thank  God  for  it,  and,  as  the 
Apostle  said,  "hold  you  in  reputation." 

Love  is  of  God,  and  God  is  love,  and  where 
God  is  there  is  love ;  God  is  free,  His  Presence 
can  be  where  He  wills :  and  yet  we  know  that 
He  was  pleased  to  take  our  nature,  and  to  dwell 
with  us,  "full  of  grace  and  truth,"  and  of  His 
fullness  we  have  all  received. 

This  is  the  special  ground  of  our  thankfulness, 
and  joy,  and  hope — when  we  think  of  you  as 
members  of  S.  Barnabas  Guild — because  you  are 
all  members  of  His  Body  the  Church,  and  are 
united  to  Him,  and  to  one  another,  through  the 
covenanted  channels  of  the  divine  love.  This 
gives  a  special  force  to  the  words  of  the  text, 
"My  disciples." 

The  Jove  which  you  show  in  your  daily  work 
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means  more  than  mere  philanthropy.  You  love 
all  because  you  know  that  Christ  died  for  all,  and 
many  of  them  to  whom  you  minister  are  members 
of  His  Body ;  they  have  been  baptized  into  Him, 
and  you  love  Christ  in  them,  and  the  love  in  you 
is  Christ's  love  reaching  out  to  them  to  bring 
them  nearer  to  Himself.  You  do  not  say  all  this 
outwardly  in  words ;  your  office  is  not  to  preach, 
but  to  witness  to  Christ  by  acts  of  love.  Yet  it  is 
known  that  you  are  Christians,  and  it  is  that 
which  gives  the  especial  responsibility  and  power 
to  your  lives.  You  are  members  of  Christ  by 
Baptism :  you  have  received  the  sevenfold  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Confirmation  :  you  have 
received  the  Saviour  Himself  in  the  surest  and 
fullest  way  in  which  we  can  receive  Him  here, 
in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  when  He  comes 
and  dwells  in  us,  and  we  dwell  in  Him.  The 
Spirit  of  Christ  is  in  you :  you  have  the  mind  of 
Christ :  the  love  of  God  constraineth  you.  You 
are,  in  short,  more  than  you  know,  what  all 
Christians  ought  to  be,  you  are  Christ-like 
Christians. 
No  wonder,  then,  when  people   see  you   and 
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enjoy  the  comfort  of  your  love,  that  they  should 
know  that  you  are  His  disciples.  Only  then, 
dear  children  in  Christ,  consider  for  a  moment, 
how  careful  ye  ought  to  be. 

To  you  are  entrusted  special  opportunities  of 
witnessing  for  Christ.  Consider  how  great  a 
treasure  the  gift  of  love  is  !  Love  worketh  no 
ill  to  his  neighbour :  love  must  be  pure,  dis- 
interested, self-disciplined,  self-sacrificing.  The 
two  great  enemies  of  true  love  are  partiality  and 
prejudice — the  one  means  there  is  excess,  the 
other  defect. 

If  we  love  some  people  too  much,  we  shall  be 
in  danger  of  loving  others  too  little.  It  is  indeed 
very  difficult  to  keep  the  balance  true.  We 
have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  and  it 
requires  constant  care.  We  are  not  required  to 
destroy  our  natural  affections,  but  to  perfect 
them  and  subject  them  to  the  divine  will. 

The  Saviour  Himself  found  especial  sympathy 
in  the  companionship  of  three,  and  one  bore  the 
name  of  the  "Beloved."  You  must  remember 
the  source  from  which  true  love  flows.  It  flows 
from  God  ;  it  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 
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You  belong  to  the  Guild  of  S.  Barnabas,  and 
he  was  known  as  the  "Son  of  Consolation," 
because  he  "was  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  You  know  the  channel  through 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  covenanted  to  flow- 
prayer  and  the  Sacraments.  You  must  use  them. 
"Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given":  your  heavenly 
Father  will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  Him,  and  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love.  It 
is  true  that  you  must  be  prepared  for  trials  and 
disappointments.  Love  is  of  God:  it  is  a  plant, 
as  it  were,  that  belongs  properly  to  Paradise, 
and  the  world  above.  The  atmosphere  of  this 
fallen  world  is,  for  the  most  part,  too  cold,  too 
hard,  and  too  harsh  for  it  to  flourish  in  perfec- 
tion. Here  in  this  world  we  see,  as  it  were, 
only  the  leaves  of  love ;  in  Paradise  we  shall  see 
the  flower,  and  in  heaven  the  full  fruit  in  its 
glory. 

Love  is  everlasting — the  life  of  this  world  does 
not  allow  time  enough  for  its  full  development. 
This  world  seems  to  be  a  place  rather  for  mak- 
ing friendships :  we  need  the  next  world  for 
their  full  enjoyment.     Love  in  this  world  must 
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often  feel  unsatisfied,  but  it  shall  be  satisfied  in 
the  world  to  come,  in  the  Communion  of  the 
Saints,  and  in  the  vision  of  God. 

To  you  are  entrusted  the  ways  of  witnessing 
which  the  world  will  accept.  See  then,  dear 
people,  that  there  is  nothing  in  you  to  hinder 
the  belief  that  you  are  disciples  of  Christ. 
Study  the  life  of  Christ  for  yourselves.  Strive 
in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  as 
Christ-like  as  you  can.  Let  the  message  of  your 
lives  to  each  poor  sufferer  whom  you  may 
attend  be  this:  "Go  home,  go  home!  do  not 
cling  to  me,  or  look  to  me :  go  home  to  your 
friends,  and  tell  them  what  great  things  God 
hath  done  for  you."  God  is  Love,  and  you,  by 
your  deeds  of  love,  are  to  remind  people  of  Him. 

This  is  why  we  rejoice  over  the  prosperity  of 
our  Guild  to-day.  Twenty-five  years  of  steady, 
faithful,  loving  work :   it  is  wonderful ! 

May  God  continue  to  guide  and  bless  you, 
and  to  draw  all  whom  you  may  attend  nearer 
and  nearer  to  Himself — 

"Then  draw  we  nearer,  day  by  day, 
Each  to  his  brethren,  all  to  God." 
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Let  the  world  take  us  as  it  may,  we  must  not 
change  our  road ;  our  way  must  be  His  way — 
the  way  of  love,  pare  persevering  love. 

"Having  loved  His  own  which  were  in  the 
world,  He  loved  them  unto  the  end." 


THE  BISHOP  OF  LINCOLN'S 
LAST  SERMON  TO  THE  GUILD 

"  Whoso  is  wise  will  ponder  these  things :  and  they 
shall  understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord." 

Ps.  cvii.  43. 

POETRY  and  song  are  the  natural  language  of 
the  heart,  and  so  they  might  be  said  to  be  the 
natural  language  of  love.  The  words,  "  My  heart 
was  hot  within  me ;  and  while  I  was  thus  musing 
the  fire  kindled,  and  at  the  last  I  spake  with  my 
tongue,"  might  be  regarded  as  the  true  account 
of  the  source  of  poetry.  "  O  God,  my  heart  is 
ready,  my  heart  is  ready  ;  I  will  sing  and  give 
praise  with  the  best  member  that  I  have."  Such 
words  point  us  to  the  true  fountain  of  song.  And 
so  poetry  and  song  touch  our  hearts  in  a  peculiar 
way.  They  come  from  the  heart,  and  they  go 
to  the  heart,  and  the  heart  understands  its  own 

1  Preached  at  S,  Alban's,  Holborn,  on  S,  Barnabas'  Day,  1907. 
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language.  Love  is  quick  to  see  and  hear,  and 
to  understand  little  things  which  those  who  do 
not  love  do  not  notice. 

And  so  it  is  with  some  of  the  Psalms — the 
beginning  and  the  ending  express  what  the 
inspired  poet  desired  to  say.  His  heart  was  hot 
within  Him,  and  so  he  spake.  In  the  opening 
verses  of  the  Psalm  you  can  see,  in  a  few  words, 
what  it  is  that  he  wants  to  say  ;  and  then,  after 
he  has  unfolded  and  illustrated  his  meaning,  at 
the  close  of  the  Psalm  he  expresses  again  the 
chief  thought  of  his  heart,  which  he  desired  to 
remain.  So  it  is  with  the  Psalm  from  which 
I  have  taken  my  text  for  our  service  this  evening. 
The  Psalm  opens  with  the  words,  "O  give  thanks 
unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  gracious  :  and  His  mercy 
endureth  for  ever " ;  and  the  Psalm  concludes 
with  the  words  of  the  text,  "Whoso  is  wise  will 
ponder  these  things  :  and  they  shall  understand 
the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord." 

The  great  lesson,  then,  of  the  Psalm,  which  the 
Psalmist  desires  to  teach  us,  and  on  which  he 
desires  us  to  ponder,  is  surely  this— the  triumph 
of  the  love  of  God  through  times  of  trouble  and 


LAST  SERMON  TO  THE  GUILD         27 

distress.  This  encouraging  and  hopeful  lesson  the 
Psalmist  teaches  us  by  setting  before  us  a  series 
of  small,  but  exquisitely-finished  pictures,  repre- 
senting man  in  different  circumstances  of  trouble 
and  peril ;  and  together  with  this  he  sets  before 
us  the  loving-kindness  of  God  delivering  him  out 
of  all  his  fear. 

His  first  picture  is  that  of  a  caravan  which  has 
lost  its  way  in  the  desert.  They  wandered  in  the 
wilderness,  in  a  pathless  waste  ;  a  city  where  man 
dwelt  they  found  not.  Hungry  and  thirsty,  their 
soul  fainted  in  them.  Then  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  He  delivered  them  out 
of  all  their  distress.  He  led  them  forth  by  the 
right  way,  that  they  might  go  to  the  city  where 
they  dwelt.  "  O  that  men  would  therefore  praise 
the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  declare  the 
wonders  that  He  doeth  for  the  children  of  men  !  " 

The  second  picture  is  that  of  prisoners  in  the 
gloom  of  the  prison-house — "such  as  sit  in  dark- 
ness, and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  being  fast  bound 
in  misery  and  iron,  because  they  rebelled  against 
the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  lightly  regarded  the 
counsel  of  the  Most  Highest."    Therefore  God 
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brought  down  their  heart  through  heaviness. 
"They  fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to  help 
them."  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  and  He  saved  them  out  of  all  their 
distress.  "He  brought  them  out  of  darkness, 
and  out  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  brake  their 
bonds  in  sunder.  O  that  men  would  therefore 
praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  declare 
the  wonders  that  He  doeth  for  the  children  of 
men!" 

The  third  picture  is  one  with  which  you,  dear 
friends,  are  especially  familiar.  It  is  the  picture 
of  sick  persons  brought  by  their  sickness  to  the 
edge  of  the  grave.  They  are  spoken  of  as  "  foolish 
men,"  who,  by  the  way  of  their  transgression, 
have  brought  affliction  upon  themselves.  '  Their 
soul  abhorred  all  manner  of  meat " :  they  have 
no  appetite  :  they  turn  away  their  faces  from  the 
food  that  is  brought  to  them.  You  must  know  the 
picture  well.  Their  case  seems  to  be  desperate 
— they  are  even  hard  at  death's  door.  They  are 
almost  giving  up  ;  and  yet  even  then,  when  they 
cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  He  delivered 
them  out   of  all  their  distress.     "He  sent  His 
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Word  and  healed  them,  and  they  were  saved  from 
their  destruction.  O  that  men  would  therefore 
praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  declare 
the  wonders  that  He  doeth  for  the  children  of 
men." 

The  fourth  picture  is  of  seafaring  men  caught 
in  a  terrible  storm,  and  brought  to  their  wits'  end. 
All  their  skill  is  baffled.  They  can  see  no  hope : 
and  yet  the  Lord  delivers  them,  and  brings  them 
into  the  haven  they  desired. 

This,  perhaps,  is  the  most  exquisitely-finished 
of  all  the  pictures.  It  begins  with  the  command 
of  God.  He  commandeth,  and  "  the  stormy  wind 
ariseth,  which  lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof."  The 
seafarers  are  carried  up,  as  it  were,  to  heaven, 
and  they  go  down  again  to  the  deep  ;  their  soul 
melteth  away  because  of  the  trouble.  "  They  reel 
to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and 
they  are  at  their  wits'  end."  But,  even  then, 
when  "  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
He  delivered  them  out  of  their  distress."  He 
hushed  the  storm  to  a  gentle  breeze,  so  that  the 
waves  thereof  are  still.  "  Then  are  they  glad, 
because  they  are  at  rest ;    and   so  He   bringeth 
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them  unto  the  haven  where  they  would  be.  O 
that  men  would  therefore  praise  the  Lord  for  His 
goodness  ;  and  declare  the  wonders  that  he  doeth 
for  the  children  of  men." 

The  inspired  author  of  these  poetic  pictures  tells 
us,  at  the  close  of  his  Psalm,  to  ponder  his  words. 
He  is  conscious  that  they  express  more  than  the 
mere  skill  of  a  painter's  fingers ;  they  reveal,  in 
fact,  the  thoughts  of  his  mind  and  heart. 

Let  us  look  at  them  again  for  a  few  minutes, 
that  we  may  see  some  of  the  deeper  truths  that 
he  would  teach  us. 

First,  then,  we  may  observe,  he  gives  us  the 
valuable  warning  that  sin  is  the  great  cause  of 
trouble.  This  is  taught  us  in  two  out  of  the  four 
pictures  that  we  have  noticed.  Those  who  sat  in 
the  gloom  of  the  prison-house,  sitting  in  darkness 
and  in  fear,  awaiting  the  sentence  of  death,  being 
fast  bound  in  misery  and  iron — these,  we  are 
told,  have  come  to  this  state  of  misery  because 
they  rebelled  against  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and 
lightly  regarded  the  counsel  of  the  Most  High. 
Is  it  not  a  true  picture  of  the  misery  which  we 
see  around  us  in  the  present  day  ?    Is  it  not  the 
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true  cause  of  the  misery  which  we  see  in  our 
gaols,  and  of  the  uncriminal  wretchedness  which, 
through  drunkenness  and  vice,  is  the  miserable 
and  pitiable  condition  of  thousands  of  our  fellow 
men  and  women  ?  And  again,  in  the  picture 
of  those  who  are  sick,  they  are  spoken  of  as 
foolish  men,  who  have  brought  affliction  on  them- 
selves by  the  way  of  their  transgression,  by  their 
forgetfulness  of  God.  It  would  not  be  true  to 
say  that  all  sickness  and  suffering  are  the  result  of 
the  sin  of  the  sufferer.  The  mystery  of  suffering 
has  been  overruled  and  transformed  for  far  higher 
purposes.  But  yet  it  is  sadly  true  that  there  is 
much  sickness  and  suffering,  both  of  body  and 
mind,  which  people  bring  upon  themselves  :  and 
it  is  well  that  we  should  remember  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  was  sin  that  brought  sickness 
and  death  upon  man.  It  is  well  to  remind  those 
whose  days  are  spent  so  constantly  in  the  presence 
of  pain  and  sickness  and  all  kinds  of  bodily 
distress  that  such  misery  does  not  represent 
the  world  as  God  had  first  created  it.  What 
we  look  upon  now  is  the  world  marred  by  the 
wilful  sin  of  man.    The  misery  and  the  suffering 
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which  we  see  around  us  are  not  to  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  God,  but  to  the  foolishness  of  man. 

But  there  is  a  still  more  precious  truth  indicated 
for  us  in  this  Psalm.  When  the  sick,  whether 
from  their  own  foolishness  or  not,  were  rendered 
almost  in  despair,  being  hard  at  death's  door- 
even  then,  when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in 
their  trouble,  He  sent  forth  His  Word  and  healed 
them.  Here  is  the  beginning  of  a  bright  light, 
the  beginning  of  a  great  mystery.  He  sent  forth 
His  Word — the  beginning,  as  it  were,  of  the  dawn 
of  the  revelation  of  the  One  Deliverer  out  of  all 
the  miseries  and  sinfulness  of  man,  both  of  his 
body  and  of  his  soul. 

Before  I  dwell  at  any  length  on  this  great  truth 
let  me  point  out  another  truth  of  great  importance 
which  this  Psalm  teaches  us.  We  should  observe 
that  the  troubles  of  those  who  were  afflicted  by 
sickness  or  by  the  dangers  on  the  sea  are  con- 
nected with  the  physical  laws  of  nature.  It  is 
sometimes  asked  whether  we  are  right  in  praying 
to  be  delivered  from  such  troubles  as  these. 
"Are  not  the  laws  of  nature/'  people  say,  "fixed 
by  God  ?    Can  we  expect  God  to  alter  His  laws 
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in  deference  to  our  prayers  ? "  This  Psalm  is 
a  direct  answer  to  such  question.  We  may  pray 
to  be  delivered  from  the  evil  which  the  laws 
of  nature  bring  upon  us.  When  they  cried  unto 
the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  He  delivered  them  out 
of  all  their  distress." 

This  does  not  mean  that  we  expect  God  to  work 
miracles  for  us — not  because  He  could  not  do  so, 
but  because  it  does  not  appear  now  to  be  His  will 
so  to  work.  His  power  is  the  same,  and  we  leave 
it  to  Him  to  choose  His  own  way.  The  same 
power  that  raises  the  storm  can  make  it  cease. 
He  can  bring  deliverance  by  the  pilot's  skill  and 
by  the  sustained  courage  of  the  sailor.  He  can 
give  increased  intelligence  to  the  surgeon  and 
physician  for  the  discovery  of  the  cause  of  the 
disease,  and  the  discovery  of  the  remedy  by 
which  it  is  cured.  All  such  cases  of  relief  are 
but  applications  of  the  words — "He  sent  forth 
His  Word  and  healed  them."  You  yourselves, 
dear  members  of  our  Guild,  are  surely  examples 
of  the  same  power  of  the  Divine  deliverance.  It 
is  not  at  all  too  much  to  say  that  you,  under  God, 
are  the  saviours  of  many  lives.     The  sick  and  the 


34  COUNSELS  TO  NURSES 

dying  cried  to  the  Lord  in  their  distress,  and  God 
inspires  you  with  gifts  of  self-devotion,  of  skill, 
of  patience,  of  loving,  watchful  care,  and  the 
sufferer  is  relieved  ;  and  the  sick  man  who  but 
for  you  would  have  died,  lives.  You  are  special 
representatives  of  God's  mercy  and  love.  By  you 
God  answers  the  sick  man's  prayer.  It  is  for  this 
high  reason,  over  and  above  mere  reasons  of 
philanthropy,  that  we  thank  God  for  the  Guild 
of  S.  Barnabas,  because  in  the  midst  of  a  world 
of  suffering  and  sorrow  you  witness  by  your 
devoted  lives  for  the  presence  of  the  God  of 
Love.  God  has  indeed  done  great  things  for  us 
already,  for  which  we  thank  Him,  and  rejoice. 

The  progress  of  your  Guild — the  blessing  that  has 
been  upon  it — is  surely  wonderful.  The  numbers 
on  the  roll  up  to  the  present  day  are  over  4,000, 
with  53  Branches  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Eleven 
members  have  entered  into  their  rest  during  the 
past  year.  We  thank  God  for  the  example  of 
their  lives.     May  their  souls  rest  in  peace  ! 

And  now,  my  dear  children  in  Christ,  as  you 
have  been  good  enough  to  wish  me  once  more 
to  speak  to  you,   what  are  the  lessons  I  desire 
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to  leave  with  you  ?  for  this  is  probably  the  last 
time  that  I  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  to  you. 
What  do  I  want  to  say  ?  First  this — I  am  anxious 
above  all  things  to  urge  you  to  remember  that 
God  is  Love.  Do  not  let  the  constant  presence  of 
sickness  and  suffering  and  sorrow,  in  which  #your 
lives  are  spent,  tempt  you  to  forget  that  God  is, 
and  was,  and  ever  will  be  Love.  All  the  suffering 
and  sadness  does  not  represent  God's  first  will 
and  plan  for  man.  Sin  and  suffering  are  man's 
intrusion  into  God's  plan.  You  know  what  the 
words  mean  to  us  Christians — "  God  sent  forth 
His  Word  and  healed  them."  God  so  loved  the 
world,  in  spite  of  man's  intrusion,  that  He  sent 
His  Only  Begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  all 
that  believe  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life.  Life  and  not  death  is  the  end 
that  God  desires  for  man.  Your  great  privilege 
as  Christian  nurses  is  to  witness  to  His  love.  It 
is  true  that,  through  our  fault,  our  life  is  like 
water  spilled  on  the  ground,  which  cannot  be 
gathered  up  again.  But  it  is  true  also  that  God 
has  devised  means  that  His  banished  should  not 
be  expelled  from  Him.     You  are  part  of  those 
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means.  You  are  messengers  of  hope  to  the  sick 
and  suffering.  You  are  messengers  of  the  Divine 
Love.  Do  not  let  the  passing  clouds  of  sorrow 
tempt  you  to  forget  that  you  are  the  children  of 
the  Father  of  Lights. 

Secondly,  let  me  say  to  you,  be  instant  in  prayer. 
Your  lives  are  necessarily  spent  in  watching  the 
physical  laws  of  man's  nature.  Your  immediate 
concern  is  with  his  body.  You  watch  for  cause 
and  effect  in  material  things.  Do  not  let  this 
tempt  you  to  forget  that  man  is  not  merely 
a  material  organism — he  has  a  soul  and  a  spirit 
as  well.  Remember  that  there  is  but  one  Law- 
giver. The  moral  government  of  the  world  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe. 
Do  not  doubt  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  He  can 
make  the  answer  in  harmony  with  His  own  laws 
in  His  own  way.  Remember  the  teaching  of  the 
Psalmist.  When  those  who  were  sick  cried  unto 
the  Lord,  He  heard  them,  and  healed  them. 

Again,  you  cannot  always  attend  to  the  services 
in  the  Church.  The  irregularity  of  your  work, 
being  sometimes  by  night  and  sometimes  by  day, 
makes   your  own    private   devotions   necessarily 
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irregular.  Your  Guild  rule  of  prayer  will  be 
a  great  safeguard  and  help.  Do  your  best  to  keep 
it.  God  never  asks  us  to  do  more  than  we  can 
do.  He  is  never  hard  upon  any  one.  The  dear 
Saviour  knows  what  it  is  to  be  tired — so  may 
you :  so  will  God  pardon,  if  He  has  to,  the 
shortened  word  of  prayer.  Look  up,  and  from 
your  heart  speak  to  Him — constantly,  constantly, 
morning  and  night,  and  in  the  night  and  in  the 
day — "O  Lord,  forgive  !  O  Lord,  help  !  O  Lord, 
do  not  leave  me !  "  Do  not  let  anything — the 
irregularity,  so  to  say,  of  the  hours  of  your 
devotion,  nor  the  constant  surrounding  of  trouble, 
and  dealing  with  material  things — weaken  your 
belief  in  prayer. 

The  knowledge  that  other  members  of  the 
Guild  are  praying  for  you  will  help  you.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  privileges  and  blessings  that 
come  from  belonging  to  the  Guild  that  we  have 
a  share  in  other  people's  prayer.  Be  instant  in 
prayer  for  yourselves,  for  your  fellow  members 
of  our  Guild,  and  for  your  patients.  "  The 
effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
availeth  much." 
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Thirdly,  and  lastly,  be  thankful.  Be  thankful ! 
This  is  the  constant  refrain  of  the  Psalm  we  have 
been  considering.  '*  O  that  men  would  therefore 
praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  declare 
the  wonders  that  He  doeth  for  the  children  of 
men."  In  the  midst  of  suffering  and  sadness,  you 
are  to  be  messengers  of  love  and  hope  ;  in  the 
darkened  rooms  of  the  sick,  you  are  to  be  as 
the  children  of  light.  It  was  the  Saviour's  warn- 
ing to  the  Apostles  not  to  make  their  joy  rest 
upon  any  miraculous  powers  that  they  might 
possess  over  the  evil  spirits  which  troubled  the 
people  in  that  day,  but  to  rejoice  because  their 
names  were  written  in  heaven.  This  is  the  true 
crown  of  your  joy  and  of  your  brightness — the 
love  of  God  to  yourselves.  "He  loved  me,  and 
gave  Himself  for  me."  That  is  the  great  comfort 
of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  A  Christian 
nurse  should  be  bright  and  cheerful,  with  a 
Christ-like  joy  ;  with  the  same  joy  which  the 
Saviour  Himself  enjoyed,  though  a  Man  of  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief;  with  the  joy  which 
the  Saviour  said  He  would  give  to  His  disciples, 
and  which  no  man  could  take  from  them  ;  a  joy 
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which  is  independent  of  the  changes  and  shadows 
of  this  world — a  steady  light  of  cheerfulness 
coming  down  from  the  Father  of  Lights,  in  Whom 
is  no  shadow  or  darkness  at  all,  but  all  is  light  and 
love  perpetual. 

So,  dear  members  of  the  Guild  of  S.  Barnabas, 
I  bid  you  farewell.  May  God  continue  you  in 
your  good  work,  and  make  you  to  be  daughters 
of  consolation  to  many.  And  be  well  assured  of 
this — that  God  is  not  unrighteous ;  He  will  not 
forget  your  works  and  labour  that  proceedeth 
of  love,  which  love  you  have  shown  for  His 
Name's  sake,  who  have  ministered  unto  the 
saints,  and  yet  do  minister. 
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The  Old  Palace, 

Lincoln, 

Christmas,  1888. 

My  dear  Friends, 

I  think    it  a  very  great  privilege  to  be   in 

any  way  connected  with  you,  because   you  are 

the  special  friends  of  the  suffering.     In  the  great 

day  of  judgement,   the   Saviour  says  that  those 

who  have  waited  upon  the  sick  in  a  right  spirit 

will  be  surprised  to  find  that  they  are   saved. 

You  have  many  trials,  many  temptations,  many 

spiritual  privations  ;  but  Jesus  is  watching  you, 

and  if  you  will  look  to  Him,  and  keep  with  Him 

as  He  has  told  you  in  His   Holy  Church,  you 

need  not  be  afraid,  but  work  on  bravely  in  the 

midst  of  sadness  and  suffering  of  body  and  mind, 

looking  forward  to  the    rest    and    glory  which 

are  not  far  off. 

And  God  give  you  strength  of  body  and  spirit 

for  your   blessed  work  through  the  New  Year, 

43 
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and  may  your  skilful,  tender,  patient  love  lead 
those  to  whom  you  minister  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  love  of  God. 

Accept  my  blessing  on  yourselves,  and  for  those 
to  whom  you  minister. 

God  bless  you  and  keep  you. 

*  E.  LINCOLN. 
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Lent,  1890. 

Lent  is  an  opportunity  to  put  ourselves  right 
with  God  and  with  one  another.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, if  you  will  allow  me,  to  put  myself  right 
with  you. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  disappointed  you  by  not 
writing  a  few  words  of  encouragement  for  the 
New  Year.  Forgive  me  this  wrong,  and  be 
always  quite  sure  of  my  sincere  sympathy  with 
you  and  your  constant  conflict  with  suffering 
and   death. 

S.  Paul  says  (Col.  i.  23,  24),  "I,  Paul  .  .  .  rejoice 
in  my  sufferings  for  you,  and  fill  up  that  which 
is  behind  of  the  afflictions  of  Christ  in  my  flesh 
for  His  body's  sake,  which  is  the  Church." 

This  does  not  mean,  of  course,  that  we  can  add 
anything  new  to  the  one  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient 
sacrifice  which  Christ  offered  on  the  Cross  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world  (though  we  may  plead 
this  one  great  sacrifice  in  all  our  prayers,   and 
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especially  in  the  great  Sacrament  of  the  Altar), 
but  this  text  does  mean,  as  good  Bishop  Lightfoot 
has  told  us,  that  "the  Church  is  built  up  by 
repeated  acts  of  self-denial  in  successive  indivi- 
duals and  successive  generations.  They  continue 
the  work  which  Christ  began." 

This,  my  dear  sisters  in  Christ,  is  your  blessed 
privilege  in  your  long  night-watches  and  weary 
days. 

May  God  give  you  strength  to  endure  suffering, 
and  faith  in  the  presence  of  death,  and  refresh  you 
through  the  power  of  His  resurrection  with  a 
happy  Easter. 

With  my  love  and  blessing, 

I  am  your  friend  in  Christ, 

*  E.  LINCOLN. 
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Christmas,  1890. 

I  write  to  you  again  to  send  you  my  blessing 
on  the  New  Year.  To  many  of  us  the  year  which 
is  now  closing  has  been  a  year  of  especial  warning. 
Dr.  Dollinger,  Cardinal  Newman,  Dr.  Liddon, 
Dean  Church,  the  Archbishop  of  York,  to  whom 
we  have  been  accustomed  in  different  ways  to 
look  for  guidance,  have  all  been  taken  from  us. 

It  is  difficult  for  many  of  us  when  death  comes 
near  to  learn  the  lesson  of  watchfulness  and 
diligence,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  lose  heart. 
Yet  we  believe  that  death  is  not  really  the  end  of 
life,  but  an  event  in  life. 

You,  my  dear  friends,  who  are  so  often  with 
the  dying  through  the  dark  hours  of  the  night, 
you  know  that  when  you  look  out  upon  stars  you 
really  see  further  in  the  night  than  in  the  day. 
May  God  give  you  faith  to  stand  firm  in  the 
presence  of  the   king  of  terrors,  and  to   enable 
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those  for  whom  you  watch  to  enter  the  dark  valley 
with  true  humility  and  trust. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  our  Guild  is  prospering, 
and  now  spreading  into  distant  parts  of  the 
world. 

I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  such  lives 
as  you  are  striving  to  live  are  a  most  precious 
evidence  for  Christianity,  You  must  remember 
in  moments  of  weariness  that  you  are  not  only 
relieving  the  sufferings  of  those  whom  you  attend, 
but  strengthening  the  faith,  and  quickening  the 
love  of  thousands,  whom  you  will  never  know 
in  this  world,  but  who  will  welcome  you  in  the 
world  to  come. 

May  God  give  you  grace  to  persevere,  and  bless 
both  you  and  those  for  whom  you  labour. 
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Christmas,  1891. 

My  dear  Children  in  Christ, 

Once  again  I  am  very  thankful  to  be  allowed 
to  wish  you  "A  Happy  New  Year,"  and  I  pray 
that  it  may  be  a  year  of  new  happiness  to  yovi  all, 
for  so  each  year  ought  to  be  as  we  get  nearer 
to  the  end  of  our  journey,  and  to  the  sinless  rest, 
and  love,  and  certain  hope  of  Paradise.  May 
God  bless  the  New  Year  to  you  all  and  make 
you  a  blessing  to  others  ! 

I  am  very  glad  to  see  this  year  that  our  good 
chaplain  has  introduced  you  to  the  mind  and 
heart  of  Bishop  Sailer,  the  "German  Fenelon," 
as  he  so  well  calls  him. 

Bishop  Sailer  was  a  man  with  a  real  heart  and 
mind:  he  lived  at  a  time  when  many  minds  and 
hearts  were  troubled  with  unbelief,  and  with  the 
social  and  personal  miseries  which  go  with  it ;  and 
he  tried  in  all  ways  he  could  to  relieve  the  suffering 
in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men. 
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He  was  a  sort  of  genius.  He  not  only  had  some 
knowledge,  but  his  mind  saw  the  relation  of 
things — how  one  thing  touches  another,  around, 
below,  and  above  :  and  so  his  mind  has  that  kind 

of  freshness,  and  strength,  and  gentleness,  and 
simplicity,  and  depth,  which  follow  from  being 
in  conscious  touch  with  the  circle  of  the  One 
Truth. 

It  is  this  scientific  knowledge,  the  knowledge 
of  the  relation  of  things  small  and  great,  which 
sometimes  makes  people  so  pleased  with  a  piece 
of  old  china,  or  the  fragment  of  a  marble  statue, 
because  they  know  it  to  be  a  broken  fragment  of 
a  beautiful  whole,  and  so  they  gather  up  even 
fragments  with  wonderful  reverence  and  care. 

There  are  many  fragments  lying  about  us  in 
the  world — most  precious,  if  we  had  but  the  eyes 
to  see  them,  and  the  minds  to  see  their  true 
relations — broken  fortunes,  broken  bodies,  broken 
hearts.  They  may  appear  to  be  but  of  little  value 
in  themselves,  but  if  one  could  see  them  as  parts 
of  the  one  Body  of  Christ,  we  should  approach 
them  with  reverence  and  love. 

So  Bishop  Sailer  says,  "  A  sick  person  is  a  suffer- 
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ing  human  being,"  that  is  a  member  of  the  great 
family  of  man  ;  a  suffering  Christian,  that  is  a 
member  of  the  Body  of  Christ  in  pain.  If  you 
continue  to  read  your  Bibles  prayerfully,  in  the 
school  of  affliction,  you  will  understand  these 
things  better  than  many  of  us  who  may  have  more 
time  for  learning. 

If  you  cannot  read  much,  you  might  learn  some 
verses  by  heart,  and  ponder  upon  them  when  you 
are  watching  by  the  side  of  the  sick,  and  with  the 
use  of  ejaculatory  prayer  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
come  down  like  a  refreshing  rain  upon  you,  and 
make  the  seed  of  the  Word  in  your  hearts  shoot 
forth  and  grow,  and  refresh  both  you  yourselves 
and  those  for  whom  you  watch  with  its  beauty 
and  its  fragrance  and  its  fruit. 

Desire,  then,  as  the  good  Bishop  says,  "to 
perceive  the  voice  of  heavenly  truth  which  is  in 
you.  Learn  to  live,  to  suffer,  and  to  die,  in  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus ;  then  you  will  be  able,  with  His 
Spirit,  to  bless,  refresh,  and  strengthen  other 
people  in  their  living,  suffering,  dying;  then  you 
will  one  day  hear  from  the  lips  of  Christ  these 
words :  '  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  Me ;  for  inas- 
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much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  these  My  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  Me.  Inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.' " 

Once  more  I  thank  you  for  the  example  of  your 
lives.  May  God  bless  you  and  give  you  persever- 
ance to  the  end. 

I  am, 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  patron, 

*  E9  LINCOLN. 
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Christmas,  1892. 

You  will  expect  again  a  word  of  Good  Wishes 
for  the  New  Year,  and  a  blessing  on  the  work 
which  God  may  please  to  give  you  to  do.  You 
have  them  both,  with  all  the  sincerity  of  affection 
which  S.  Paul  tells  us  we  ought  to  have  for  one 
another  in  the  Christian  Brotherhood,  and  with 
all  the  fullness  of  the  power  with  which  the 
Saviour  commissions  us  to  bless. 

God  bless  you,  and  keep  you  in  body,  soul,  and 
spirit. 

The  king  of  terrors  has  been  amongst  us  again 
during  the  past  year,  and  you  have  been  on  the 
battle-field,  in  your  rightful  place  of  privilege — 
"in  the  front,"  with  the  sick  and  dying.  One 
death  came  home  to  us  all  in  a  wonderful  way, 
teaching  us  that  no  rank,  or  wealth,  or  even 
youth,  can  protect  us.  The  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  made  us  feel  again,  as  General 
Gordon's  did,  the  solidarity  of  man,  how  we  are 
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all  members  of  one  Body.  Our  Lincolnshire  poet, 
who  has  since  been  called  away  himself,  expressed 
a  true  view  of  death  in  words  of  more  than  mere 
poetic  courage,  when  he  said,  "His  truer  name  is 
Onward  ;  mourn  in  hope." 

It  is  the  constant  evidence  of  your  lives  to  the 
"life  beyond"  which  constitutes  one  great  value 
of  your  work. 

In  this  age  of  scientific  luxury,  when  nature 
seems  to  be  opening  up  new  treasures  for  man's 
pleasure,  it  is  more  than  ever  needful  to  be 
reminded  of  the  Apostle's  warning,  not  to  be 
"conformed  to  this  age,"  but  to  be  " transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  our  mind,"  so  as  to  see  the 
relative  insignificance  of  this  world  compared  with 
the  value  of  one  single  soul,  the  soul  it  may  be 
of  a  Lazarus.  Your  lives  are  devoted  to  poor  and 
rich  alike :  you  give  your  best  to  comfort  those 
for  whom  there  is  often  no  future  in  this  world 
below ;  but  your  lives  are  lived  on  the  horizon, 
where  the  sun  is  setting;  and  by  your  loving  faith 
you  tell  us  that  it  is  shining  still  beyond,  though  to 
us  it  sets. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  your  good  chaplain  has 
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more  than  fulfilled  my  hope  that  you  might  know 
something  more  of  the  mind  of  Sailer,  the  good 
Bishop  of  Regensburg.  Let  me  remind  you  of 
three  characteristics  of  his  writings — simplicity, 
depth,  repetition ;  and  of  three  of  his  favourite 
words — light,  life,  and  love ;  and  repeat  his  words 
quoted  in  the  January  Paper  for  1892,  p.  8: 
"  That  mankind  fallen  from  God  may  receive 
again  a  mind,  heart,  and  spirit  for  God,  and 
become  one,  and  remain  one  with  Him  for  ever. 
This  is  the  task,  and  final  aim,  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian Church." 

This  is  the  work  upon  which  you  are  engaged, 
showing  people  by  your  self-sacrificing  love  that 
God  is  love,  and  so  bringing  them  to  believe  again 
in  Him,  in  spite  of  the  misery  and  sufferings  with 
which  man's  sin  has  filled  the  world  :  and  through 
this  dark  cloud  of  suffering  the  love  of  your  life 
makes  the  light  of  God's  love  shine 

I  hear  your  good  chaplain  has  been  sick,  and 
must  go  for  a  rest ;  let  us  remember  him  in  our 
prayers.  I  hear  he  is  to  go  to  Jerusalem.  Just 
forty  years  ago,  a  month  to-morrow,  it  was  my 
great  privilege  to  go  to  the   Holy  City.      It  has 
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been  a  blessing  to  me  in  many  ways  all  through 
my  life,  but  especially,  I  think,  in  this — that  it 
convinced  me  that  no  place  on  earth  could  make 
me  completely  happy,  because  He  is  not  here,  so 
that  we  can  see  Him ;  but  we  shall  find  our  true 
happiness  in  the  world  above,  where  we  shall 
see  Him  as  He  is,  if  we  persevere  through  His 
grace. 

That  you  may  have  that  endless  joy,  and  be  the 
means  of  helping  others  to  have  the  same,  is  the 
sincere  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  patron, 
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Advent,  1893. 

I  am  thankful  at  the  close  of  another  year  to 
hear  such  a  good  report  of  you.  Your  numbers 
are  indeed  wonderful — 1,203  members,  194  asso- 
ciates, and  these  scattered  all  over  the  world !  It 
is  indeed  wonderful ;  but  then  God's  ways  are  not 
our  ways — they  are  wonderful ! 

May  He  keep  and  bless  you  through  another 
year,  and  make  you  to  abound  yet  more  and 
more. 

But  it  is  not  only  your  numbers  which  please 
me :  it  is  rather  the  spirit  of  your  work  that  gives 
me  most  satisfaction. 

There  is  among  you  such  a  brave  and  self-sacri- 
ficing readiness  to  work,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad  ;  and  such  a  child-like  sense  of  enjoyment 
when  a  picnic  or  holiday  comes. 

We  thank  you  for  this  twofold  example  of 
working  and  resting.  We  need,  perhaps,  try,  in 
busy,  business-loving  England,  to   consider  more 
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than  we  do  the  value  of  repose ;  your  very  work 
brings  this  before  us  in  an  especial  way. 

Sickness  is  one  of  God's  ways  of  giving  us  rest. 
Sickness  should  teach  us  the  value  of  repose.  We 
are  too  apt  to  work  on  until  we  are  exhausted, 
and  then  to  throw  ourselves  into  the  distractions  of 
pleasure,  and  so  both  leave  us  sinking  and  despon- 
dent ;  for  true  and  profitable  repose  we  should 
rest  from  our  work  while  some  strength  is  still 
remaining.  You  must  often  see  that  mysterious 
strength  comes  in  sleep.  You  know  better  than 
any  of  us  the  value  of  the  words  "A  good  night." 
We  constantly  use  the  words  "good  night,"  but 
you  know  the  mystery  of  their  meaning.  It  is  like 
the  verse  in  the  Psalm:  "For  so  He  giveth  His 
beloved  in  sleep."     {Ps.  cxxvii.  2,  R.V.  margin.) 

It  might  help  us  to  gain  more  profitable  repose 
if  we  remembered  : 

1.  To  keep  a  good  conscience. 

"  There   is   no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the 
wicked."     (ha.  Ivii.  21.) 

2.  To  pay  attention  to  our  calling,  so  as  to  be 

increasingly   free    from   the    fear  of   not 
giving  satisfaction. 


ANNUAL  LETTER,  1893  59 

"To  be  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed."     (2  Tim.  ii.  15.) 
3.  To  avail  ourselves  of  opportunities  of  repose 
when  they  offer. 

(a)  At  the  end  of  each  day  to  get  ready  for 
the  night. 

(b)  At  the  end  of  each  week  to  get  ready  for 
Sunday. 

(c)  At  the  end  of  each  year  to  get  ready  for 
our  own  death. 

If  you  have  ever  been  to  sea  you  will  know 
how  the  sailors  lower  the  sails  or  shut  off  the 
steam  when  the  vessel  comes  near  to  the  harbour, 
so  that  she  may  come  gently  in.  So  should  the 
quiet  of  the  sick-room  be  as  a  divine  gift  to  the 
departing  soul,  that  it  may  enter  quietly  and  safely 
into  "the  haven  where  it  would  be." 

That  God  may  give  you  this  blessing  when  the 
voyage  of  your  own  several  lives  is  over,  and  make 
you  the  bearers  of  this  blessing  to  many  others  in 
your  Christ-like  labour,  is  the  humble  but  earnest 
prayer  of 

Your  grateful  and  affectionate  patron. 
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Christmas,  1894. 

Thank  God  that  I  continue  to  have  a  good 
report  of  you  all,  and  that  your  members  are 
increasing ;  240  more  Nurses  have  joined  our 
Guild  during  the  year  ;  we  thank  God  for  that ! 

May  God  bless  you  and  make  you  all  to  "grow 
in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

This  is  Christmastide,  and  we  are  again  con- 
sidering the  great  mystery  of  "the  Word  made 
Flesh."  It  is  the  great  mystery  which  has  been 
hid  in  God  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  but 
which  has  now  been  made  known  to  us. 

By  this  Mystery  of  the  Incarnation  wre  are 
enabled  to  know  better  than  we  could  know 
before  what  God  is. 

The  Word  is  called  "  the  express  Image  of  His 
Person,"  or  "the  Impress  of  His  Essence."  The 
figure  is  taken  from  a  seal,  and  the  wax  or  any 
other  substance  on  which  the  impression  is  made. 

If  we  look  at  a  seal  we  often  can  hardly  make 
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out  what  it  means,  but  if  we  make  an  impression 
of  the  seal  on  wax,  then  we  can  see  much  more 
easily  and  perfectly  what  the  seal  is  like.  So  we 
may  reverently  say  the  Son  of  God  took  our  flesh 
that  in  Him  we  might  see  better  what  God  is  like. 
When  we  look  upon  the  Saviour  we  see  Gocl ; 
and  so  the  Saviour  Himself  said,  "  He  that  hath 
seen  Me  hath  seen  the  Father."  What  do  we  see, 
then,  when  we  look  at  the  Saviour?  What  did' 
He  do?  It  is  summed  up  for  us  in  one  verse — 
"He  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that 
were  oppressed  of  the  devil." 
That  is,  He  did  two  things  : 

1.  He  did  good  to  people's  bodies  ; 
He  fed  the  hungry  ; 

He  healed  the  sick  ; 
He  raised  the  dead  ; 
"  He  went  about  doing  good." 

2.  He  saved  people's  souls  from  the  power  of 

the  devil. 
"The  Son  of  Man  was  manifested  that  He 

might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil." 
"The    poor    had    the    Gospel    preached    to 

them." 
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He  did  both  these  perfectly,  for  He  did  "all 
things  well." 

When  we  see  Him  doing  this  we  can  see  what 
God's  work  really  is — what  He  is  really  doing. 
He  is  delivering  man  out  of  the  snare  of  the  devil, 
from  sin,  and  from  the  suffering  and  misery  which 
comes  from  it 

People  sometimes  talk  as  if  God  did  not  care 
how  much  misery  and  suffering  there  was  in  the 
world. 

No  one  could  say  Jesus  Christ  did  not  care  ; 
and  when  we  see  Him  then  we  see  God  ;  and 
so  He  has  made  it  plain  for  us  to  see  what  God 
wants,  for  He  is  the  express  Impress  or  Impres- 
sion of  His  Essence,  that  is,  Love. 

Now  you  can  see  how  precious  your  work  is 
when  you  try  to  follow  the  example  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  "go  about  doing  good."  You  help 
people  to  see  what  God  really  is ;  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  suffering  and  misery  which  there  is  in 
the  world,  you,  by  your  patience  and  kindness 
and  self-sacrificing  love,  help  people  to  believe 
in  God's  love.  Ever  since  "sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin,"  the  devil  has  caused  so 
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much  wickedness  and  suffering  and  confusion  and 
misery  in  the  world,  that  it  is  hard  to  remember 
that  it  is  still  God's  world  and  to  see  His  hand 
at  work  in  it. 

Jesus  Christ  came  to  enable  us  to  see  His  hand 
again  quite  plainly,  and  all  who  follow  the  example 
of  the  Saviour,  and  are  made  like  unto  Him,  help 
people  to  see  God. 

Now  you  can  see  what  a  high  part  Christ-like 
doctors  and  Christ-like  nurses  have  entrusted  to 
them. 

It  is  because  I  know  that  you  do  try  and  work 
in  this  way  with  Him,  and  for  Him,  that  I  thank 
God  for  prospering  our  Guild,  and  desire  to  ex- 
press my  gratitude  again  to  you  all. 

For  one  especial  act  of  brave  and  loving  service 
I  desire  to  thank  you  this  year.  One  only  was 
there  to  do  it,  but  all  were  there  in  heart  and 
spirit,  all  really  helped  by  their  example  and 
their  prayers;  and  so,  as  his  friend  and  brother, 
I  desire  to  thank  you  all  for  the  brave  and  loving 
care  rendered  this  year  to  my  dear  brother,  whose 
devoted  life  and  death  enabled  men  and  women 
and  little  children,  even   in  the   darkness  of  the 
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heathen  world,  to  see  the  light  of  the  Gospel, 
and  in  that  light  to  see  the  trutli — that  God  is 
Love. 

May  "y°ur  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven." 
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Christmas,  1895. 

1  thank  God  that  I  have  a  good  report  of  you 
all  at  the  close  of  another  year,  and  that  God  has 
been  pleased  to  be  with  you,  and  to  bless  your 
labours  all  over  the  world. 

One  of  our  dear  Sisters,  Jessie  Jobin,  God  has 
been  pleased  to  release  from  her  labours,  and  to 
take  to  Himself.  For  her  sake  we  may  well  give 
thanks,  for  the  testimony  of  her  life  is  beautiful. 
"I  do  not  remember  having  met  a  girl  who  more 
exactly  acted  out  the  Christian  Life,"  so  one  wrote 
of  her.  May  her  soul  rest  in  peace,  and  may  we 
have  grace  to  follow  her  Christ-like  example  ! 

It  is  wonderful  how  God  has  helped  you  to  be 
the  women  that  you  are,  and  go  out  bravely  into 
all  parts  of  the  world.  I  see  that  you  are  not  only 
in  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland  ;  but  in 
France  and  Italy,  in  India  in  several  parts,  in 
Burmah,  in  Ceylon,  in  Corea,  in  Egypt,  in 
America  both  North   and   South,   in   Canada,   in 
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Africa,  in  the  Cape  Colony,  in  Natal,  in  Zanzi- 
bar, in  Mashonaland,  in  the  islands  where  our 
ships  and  sailors  go,  in  Newfoundland,  in  the 
Canary  Islands,  and  Fiji.  I  do  not  see  any  in 
Australia ;  I  wish  there  were ;  I  hope,  please 
God,  there  will  be. 

Now  why  do  I  rejoice  in  this  ?  Why  do  I  so 
hope  that  you  may  abound  yet  more  and  more? 

It  is  because  every  one  who  witnesses  for  the 
mercy  and  love  of  God  helps  to  save  people  from 
being  blinded  by  the  confusion  of  suffering  and 
misery  which  sin  has  brought  into  the  world, 
and  from  forgetting  in  their  blindness  that  God 
is  Love. 

All  who  spend  their  lives  in  relieving  pain  and 
misery  witness  to  this  great  truth,  and  this  is  the 
special  privilege  of  a  nurse's  life. 

Bishop  Butler  pointed  out,  in  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  when  men  were  tempted  to  forget 
and  forsake  God  on  account  of  the  amount  of  pain 
and  wickedness  and  misery  which  they  saw  around 
them,  how  there  are  signs  even  in  the  course  of 
nature  which  should  lead  men  to  see  that  God  is 
not   only  beneficent    but   compassionate,    and    he 
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thought  if  people  would  only  attend  to  these 
hints  they  would  be  more  ready  to  accept  the 
great  remedy  for  all  our  sin  and  misery  in  the 
Mediation  and  Atonement  of  the  Saviour,  Who 
Himself  took  our  infirmities  and  bare  our  sick- 
nesses. 

Bishop  Butler  says:  "We  are  apt  presump- 
tuously to  imagine  that  the  world  might  have  been 
so  constituted  as  that  there  would  not  have  been 
any  such  thing  as  misery  or  evil.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  find  the  Author  of  Nature  permits  it : 
but  then  He  has  provided  reliefs,  and  in  many 
cases  perfect  remedies  for  it,  after  some  pains  and 
difficulties.  .  .  .  Persons  may  do  a  great  deal 
themselves  towards  preventing  the  bad  conse- 
quences of  their  follies :  and  more  may  be  done 
by  themselves  together  with  the  assistance  of  others 
their  fellow  creatures.  .  .  .  This  may  be  called 
mercy  or  compassion  in  the  original  constitution  of 
the  world  —  compassion  as  distinguished  from 
goodness  in  general."  (Butler's  Analogy,  Part  II 
chapter  v.) 

The  late  Dean  Church,  in  a  very  beautiful 
sermon  called   "Pain  and  Remedy,"  has  shown 
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us  to  what  good  account  pain  may  be  turned. 
"Our  experience,"  he  says,  "tells  us  also  that 
pain,  though  so  terrible,  is  one  of  the  most  salu- 
tary— in  the  end  the  most  beneficent — of  the  con- 
ditions of  our  nature  and  state  here.  He  does  not 
account  for  its  mysterious  presence,  but  it  recon- 
ciles the  wise  and  the  thoughtful  to  what  is  in 
itself  so  hard  to  understand,  to  consider  how  pain 
has  been  the  occasion  and  groundwork  of  some 
of  the  greatest  of  human  virtues,  and  the  most 
glorious  of  human  actions — how  it  has  called  forth 
in  the  human  soul  energies,  affections,  sweetness, 
strength,  goodness,  which  only  its  awful  but 
mighty  touch  could  have  quickened  into  life ; 
how  under  its  discipline,  character — even  com- 
monplace character — has  been  elevated  and  made 
beautiful,  heroes  have  been  created,  martyrs  have 
triumphed,  saints  have  been  made  perfect." 

Pain  has  a  twofold  office  :  it  is  for  men  to  bear 
in  themselves,  and  k  is  for  them  to  relieve  in 
others. 

You  see,  dear  children  in  Christ,  how  high 
your  calling  is.  You,  in  the  hospitals,  in  the 
sick-rooms,  are  admitted  into  the  highest  of  the 
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high  schools  in  this  world  where  God  is  educating 
heroes  and  martyrs  and  saints  :  but  these  treasures 
are  often  kept  concealed  as  in  a  grim  and  iron 
chest.  Love  is  the  key  which  opens  it,  and  it 
needs  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  turn  it ;  then 
you  may  see  what  treasures  are  entrusted  to  your 
skilful,  brave,  and  loving  care. 

Now  you  can  understand  why  I  thank  God  that 
you  are  scattered  all  over  the  world — because  you 
will  witness  for  Him  ;  because  your  self-sacrificing 
love  will  help  the  people,  even  in  the  agony  of 
pain,  to  see  that  He  is  Love :  and  so  you  will  help 
them  through  death  to  the  life  and  peace  which  is 
eternal. 

*b  That  God  in  His  mercy  may  guide  and 
support  you,  and  abundantly  bless  you  out  of 
the  riches  of  His  love,  and  make  you  a  blessing 
to  others,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 

Your  grateful  and  affectionate  patron. 
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Christmas,  1896. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  again  your  good  report.  God 
has  continued  His  mercy  and  loving-kindness  to- 
wards you,  and  so  you  have  continued  to  abound 
more  and  more. 

The  great  feature  of  the  year  seems  to  be  the 
adaptation  of  your  organization  to  meet  your 
growing  needs  out  of  England. 

This  seems  to  me  to  have  been  wisely  and  well 
done,  and  you  have  recognized  the  reasonableness 
of  adaptation  to  different  climates  and  circum- 
stances, and  yet  you  have  pursued  the  same  inner 
rule  of  life  for  all. 

This  leads  me  to  speak  on  an  unusual  subject, 
which  may  seem,  perhaps,  too  controversial ;  but 
I  do  not  do  it  in  that  spirit,  but  only  as  speaking 
the  truth  to  you  in  love. 

One  chief  event  with  us  this  year  has  been 
the  letter  of  the  Pope  condemning  our  Orders 
as  "  invalid  and  null." 
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As  you  are  far  away  and  scattered,  you  may 
like  to  be  assured  that  this  has  not  the  least 
disturbed  us,  and  it  need  not  disturb  you.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  Pope's  letter  that  we  did  not 
know,  and  it  only  shows  more  plainly  than  before 
that  they  have  no  ground  to  stand  upon  except 
their  own  assertions. 

The  effect  of  the  Pope's  letter,  I  am  thankful 
to  say,  has  been  to  unite  us  more  firmly  than  ever 
in  the  Church  of  England  on  the  old  principles  of 
Scripture  and  the  ancient  Church. 

Putting  aside  their  controversy,  I  will  ask  you 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  before  your 
minds  two  great  lines  of  consideration  on  which 
we  should  regard  the  Church,  and  which  are 
illustrated  by  your  recent  action  in  providing  for 
your  members  in  the  greater  England. 

These  two  lines  are  represented  by  our  Blessed 
Lord  in  the  two  Parables  of  the  "Mustard  Seed" 
and  the  "Leaven." 

The  mustard  seed  represents  the  outward  organ- 
ization and  growth  of  the  Church,  spreading  its 
branches  like  the  visible  growth  of  a  tree;  the 
birds  of  the  air,  the  great  ones  of  the  earth,  coming 
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and  seeking  shelter  in  its  branches.  Under  this 
parable  we  are  led  to  think  of  the  Church  as  a 
visible  kingdom,  with  its  historic  episcopate  and 
other  fixed  parts  of  its  organization,  as  it  confronts 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  spreads  from  nation 
to  nation. 

The  study  of  this  aspect  of  the  Church,  in  its 
annals,  its  councils,  its  conflicts  with  heresy, 
its  defeats  and  final  victories,  is  most  interesting 
and  most  valuable. 

But  there  is  another  aspect  of  the  Church  repre- 
sented by  the  Parable  of  the  Leaven:  it  comes 
more  closely  home  to  yourselves  and  to  other 
individual  members. 

The  Parable  of  the  Leaven  represents  the  Life 
of  Christ,  as  the  one  Head  of  the  Church,  working 
in  the  body,  that  is,  in  the  souls  of  men. 

God  in  His  mercy  has  provided  for  us  in  the 
Church  of  England  the  threefold  Orders  of 
Ministers — Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons — "to 
the  intent  that  these  Orders  may  be  continued 
and  reverently  used  and  esteemed."  {Preface 
to  Ordinal,  Prayer  Book.) 

This  is  what  we  want  people  to  see—how  it  is 
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through  the  ministry  of  the  Word  and  Sacraments, 
and  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  that  the  Life  of 
Christ  comes  to  the  individual  soul. 

This  is  what  you  are  helping  to  show  in  your 
own  lives  and  to  help  others  to  see. 

Observe,  then,  these  points  in  the  Parable  of 
the  Leaven.  1.  It  is  a  woman  who  puts  this 
leaven  into  the  meal.  The  woman  represents 
the  Church  ;  she  is  the  bride  of  Christ.  It  is 
in  and  through  the  Church  that  the  Spirit  works, 
and  the  Church  is  the  organ  or  instrument  of  the 
Spirit's  working.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  the 
first  Church  History,  and  that  has  been  called  the 
"Gospel  of  the  Holy  Ghost" — the  beginning  of 
the  leavening  of  the  whole  mass  of  humanity. 

It  is  very  nice  for  you  to  see  what  a  woman  may 
represent.  It  may  help  you  to  see  how  great  your 
own  work  is.  Indeed,  God  seems  to  give  woman 
a  special  share  in  His  great  work  of  leavening  the 
world.  You  can  show  in  very  special  ways  the 
working  of  the  Spirit  by  your  patience  and  gentle- 
ness and  tenderness  and  love. 

2.  Next  notice  the  three  measures  of  meal. 

Some  people  think  this  means  the  three  sons  of 


74  COUNSELS  TO  NURSES 

Noah — Shem,  Ham,  and  Japheth—  that  is  the  whole 
human  race.  And  so  I  am  delighted  to  see  how 
God  has  given  you  courage  to  go  out  all  over  the 
world.  We  can  see  the  leaven  working  through 
you,  not  only  in  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  in  Glou- 
cester (brave  and  true  as  that  work  was),  but  also 
in  Africa,  in  Zanzibar  during  the  bombardment, 
or  tending  the  first  native  priest  at  M  agila — what 
a  mysterious  spreading  of  the  leaven  that  may  be ! 
or  in  Gorea — what  is  to  be  the  future  of  Japan  ? 
or  in  India,  with  the  first  native  nurse  at  Bombay 
— what  a  beginning  of  new  work  that  may  be ! 

But  some  people  think  the  three  measures  of 
meal  may  mean  the  three  parts  of  man — his  body, 
soul,  and  spirit.  The  whole  man  is  to  be  reclaimed 
for  God.  Here  you  can  see  your  work  as  Christian 
nurses  very  plainly  :  your  reverent  tender  care  for 
the  sick  body  helps  people  to  think  of  the  value  of 
their  souls,  and  what  care  they  need. 

I  will  conclude  by  altering  a  little  the  Prayer  of 
S.  Ambrose  for  you. 

May  the  holy  Church,  which  is  figured  under 
the  type  of  this  woman  in  the  Gospel,  hide  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  the  innermost  places  of  your  hearts,  till 
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the  warmth  of  the  divine  wisdom  penetrates  into 
the  most  secret  recesses  of  your  souls. 

May  God  bless  you  and  keep  you,  and  continue 
to  give  you  faith  and  courage  and  patience  and 
tenderness  and  love. 

I  am,  your  grateful  and  affectionate  patron. 
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Christmas,  1897. 

When  I  look  back  over  the  year  which  is  so 
nearly  gone,  I  can  see  nothing  but  the  unexpected 
and  rare  delight  of  our  Festival  of  S.  Barnabas  at 
the  end  of  June ;  that  still  remains  in  my  memory  as 
an  epoch  of  my  life.  It  seems  to  shut  out  all  other 
things  connected  with  our  Guild.  It  seemed  to  me 
like  a  dream  realized  in  the  Church  of  England — 
a  dream  of  beauty  and  holiness  and  self-sacrificing 
love,  such  as  we  dreamed  of  some  forty  years  ago, 
but  hardly  hoped  to  see ;  and  now  the  dream  has 
come  true,  and  far  more.  "So  He  giveth  His 
beloved  (in)  sleep." 

Those  of  you  who  were  there  will  remember 
the  service  in  the  church,  the  Te  Deurn,  and  all 
that  the  good  vicar  did  for  us  :  and  all  that  your 
dear  chaplain  said  and  did,  with  all  his  natural 
grace  and  sanctified  love.  It  was  a  realized  dream 
to  me,  for  which  I  cannot  express  my  thanks. 

I  have  been  told  that  it  might  perhaps  be  helpful 
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to  some  of  you  if  I  were  to  give  you  some  thoughts 
this  year  on  the  value  of  Conversation. 

I  have  often  handed  on  to  you  some  wise  sayings 
from  Bishop  Butler,  who  has  been  one  of  my  life- 
long and  most  valued  companions.  He  has  a 
wonderful  sermon  on  "The  government  of  the 
tongue." 

It  is  not  to  the  negative  warnings  which  he  gives 
that  I  think  it  needful  to  call  your  attention,  the 
dangers  of  not  "  bridling  the  tongue."  These  arise 
mainly  from  three  causes,  as  you  know  : 

1.  Not  observing  the  obvious  occasions  of 
silence. 

2.  Not  checking  the  propensity  to  tale-bearing, 
and  unduly  talking  over  people's  characters. 

3.  Not  subduing  the  eager  desire  to  gain  atten- 
tion, which  appears  to  be  an  original  disease  in 
some. 

But  it  is  upon  the  positive  side  of  conversation,  its 
value  rather  than  its  danger,  that  I  wish  to  speak. 

"The  chief  purpose,"  Bishop  Butler  observes, 
"for  which  the  faculty  of  speech  was  given  man, 
is  plainly  that  we  might  communicate  our  thoughts 
to  each  other,  for  business,  and  for  our  improve- 
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ment  in  knowledge  and  learning.  But  the  good 
Author  of  our  nature  has  not  only  provided  us 
with  things  which  are  necessary,  but  also  with 
many  things  for  our  enjoyment  and  comfort. 

6  6  Besides  the  necessary  light  which  He  has 
given  us  for  our  work,  He  has  given  us  an 
endless  variety  of  pleasures,  through  the  beauty 
of  colour  and  form,  in  the  clouds,  and  in  the 
flowers,  and  in  people's  faces. 

"  There  are  secondary  uses  of  our  faculties. 
They  administer  to  delight  as  well  as  to  necessity. 
The  secondary  use  of  speech  is  to  please,  and  to 
be  entertaining  to  each  other." 

I  can  easily  imagine  that  in  your  work  "con- 
versation" may  form  one  of  your  dangers,  or 
opportunities  for  great  good. 

The  first  great  governing  rule  we  may  take  from 
the  book  of  books,  Proverbs  xxxi.  26:  "She 
openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom,  and  in  her 
tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness."  These  are  the 
essential  conditions  of  edifying  conversation — to 
be  "sensible  and  kind."  But  under  the  word 
wisdom  much  may  be  included  :  it  is  here  spoken 
of  as  the  mark  of  a  woman's  lips,  yet  the  same 
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word  is  used  to  express  the  knowledge  of  Solomon : 
a  very  wide  field  indeed  is  open  to  you. 

The  difficulty  is  how  practically  to  make  use  of 
the  opportunity. 

Perhaps  the  first  thing  is  for  you  to  try  and 
realize  that  by  fitting  yourselves  for  the  oppor- 
tunities of  conversation  you  would  be  adding 
another  qualification  for  your  work. 

The  method  of  fitting  yourselves  would  be,  I 
suppose,  by  increasing  your  general  knowledge 
through  reading.  You  must  not  be  disappointed 
if  you  cannot  do  very  much :  still,  it  is  wonder- 
ful how  much  may  be  done  when  there  is  the 
will. 

Your  line  of  reading  should  be  determined  by 
your  own  natural  inclination.  There  are  different 
lines  for  you  to  choose  between  —  poetry,  bio- 
graphies, histories,  together  with  stories  chosen, 
whichever  interests  you  most :  your  time  for 
reading  will  be  necessarily  very  broken  and 
irregular,  but  where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a 
way.  Our  true  love  does  not  mind  waiting 
and  being  interrupted  ;  it  is  always  there,  and 
ready  when  the  opportunity  comes. 
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However,  whatever  you  may  do  in  this  way, 
remember  that  its  real  value  will  depend  upon 
the  rectitude  of  your  real  self,  your  inner  motive. 
That  motive  many  a  poor  patient  will  be  able  to 
perceive  and  appreciate,  though  they  very  soon 
fall  asleep  under  your  attempts  to  raise  the 
standard  of  conversation.  They  will  know  when 
you  are  really  unselfish  in  your  efforts,  they  will 
appreciate  the  absence  of  frivolity,  and  any  want 
of  charity,  if  you  always  open  "your  mouth  with 
wisdom,"  and  if  "the  law  of  kindness  "  rules  your 
tongue. 

They  will  notice  if  you  never  touch  upon  things 
that  are  unholy,  and  are  always  ready,  if  invited, 
to  talk  on  holy  things. 

Such  an  inner  rectitude  is,  you  know  well,  only 
to  be  maintained  by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by 
frequent  prayer,  by  the  study  of  God's  Word,  by 
strengthening  and  refreshing  your  soul  through 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  the  altar,  and  by  careful 
attendance  to  your  own  rules. 

I  do  not  know  whether  what  I  have  written 
will  be  any  help  to  you  :  but,  at  least,  you  will 
see  that  I  am  anxious  to  do  anything  that  might, 
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in  however  small  a  degree,  make  your  good  work 
better. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  thankfulness  and  hope 
that  I  still  hear  the  same  high  report  of  your 
lives  and  of  your  work. 

Your  loving,  self-devoted  lives  are  a  constant 
witness  to  me  (for  which  I  have  no  words  to 
express  my  thankfulness)  of  the  Presence  of 
Christ  in  His  Church. 

May  God  continue  to  guide  and  *£■  bless  you, 
and  those  to  whom  you  minister. 
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Christmas,  1898. 

But  I  ought  to  add  my  dear  Teachers  in  the 
Christian  life.  Whenever  I  think  of  you,  or 
read  your  monthly  papers,  I  am  filled  with 
thankfulness  beyond  anything  that  I  can  express. 
I. — There  are  grounds  for  my  gratitude,  which 
are  obvious. 

1.  The  Guild  goes  on  increasing  in  numbers. 
We  have,  I  believe,  some  2,000  members 
scattered  all  over  the  world.  This  is  wonder- 
ful, this  is  Catholic,  this  is  divine ;  this  shows 
how  small  time  and  space  are  in  the  presence 
of  divine  love.  Love  is  one,  and  makes  all 
one,  everywhere. 

2.  The  work  is  well  done ;  it  is  good,  scien- 
tific, willing,  hard  work.  At  Poona,  in  Bombay, 
in  Greece,  in  Corea,  at  Maidstone,  you  are 
approved  as  nurses. 

3.  The  religious  character  of  the  life  is  main- 
tained— 

(a)  By  the  frequent  Addresses  ; 
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(A)  By  the  Rule  of  our  Guild  ; 
(c)  By  Intercession. 

II. — But  there  is  something  more  ;  there  seems 
to  me  to  be  gradually  increasing  amongst  you 
the  accomplishment  of  an  ideal. 

We  read  of  one  (E.  W.)  now  gone  to  her  rest 
in  Corea  (may  she  rest  in  peace!)  —  all  are 
agreed  as  to  her  devotion  to  her  difficult  work. 
"Spend  and  be  spent,"  was  her  motto:  and  yet 
she  said  of  herself,  "I  love  life  and  beautiful 
nature.     I  want  to  live  if  it  is  God's  will." 

This  looks  to  me  like  getting  very  near  to 
Wordsworth's  highest  enjoyment  of  nature — 

"  For  I  have  learned 
To  look  on  nature,   not  as  in  the  hour 
Of  thoughtless  youth ;    but  hearing  oftentimes 
The  still,  sad  music  of  humanity. 

.  .  .  And  I  have  felt 
A  presence  that  disturbs  me  with  the  joy 
Of  elevated  thoughts.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Therefore  am  I  still 
A  lover  of  the  meadows,  and  the  woods, 
And  mountains. 

.  .   .  rather  say 
With  warmer  love — oh  !    with  far  deeper  zeal 
Of  holier  love."  s  Wordsworth. 

1  Lines  composed  above  Tintern  Abbey. 
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Surely  this  is  the  way  in  which  our  Blessed 
Lord  would  look  on  nature :  this  is  the  spirit  of 
the  parables. 

So  again,  your  tender,  loving  care  for  poor, 
as  well  as  rich,  is  a  progress  in  that  inner  pene- 
tration into  the  value  of  the  mental,  moral,  and 
spiritual  jewels  which  often  lie  concealed  beneath 
the  rough  surface  of  working  men  and  women, 
and  which  made  Wordsworth  speak  with  ad- 
miration and  love  of  the  characters  of  those 
whom  he  had  met  as  tramps  upon  the  roads : 

"  From  many  other  uncouth  vagrants  (passed 

In  fear)  have  walked  with  quicker  step  ;   but  why 
Take  note  of  this  ?   When  I  began  to  inquire, 
To  watch,  and  question  those  I  met,  and  speak 
Without  reserve  to  them,  the  lonely  roads 
Were  open  schools,  in  which  I  daily  read 
With  most  delight  the  passions  of  mankind, 
Whether  by  words,  looks,  sighs,  or  tears  revealed; 
There  saw  into  the  depths  of  human  souls, 
Souls  that  appear  to  have  no  depth  at  all 
To  careless  eyes." 

"  There  I  heard, 
From  mouths  of  men  obscure  and  lowly,  truths 
Replete  with  honour ;    sounds  in  unison 
With  loftiest  promises  of  good  and  fair. 

This  I  speak 
In  gratitude  to  God,  Who  feeds  our  hearts 
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For  His  own  service  ;    knoweth,  loveth  us, 
When  we  are  unregarded  by  the  world."  ' 

Wordsworth. 

You  will,  I  hope,  by  these  quotations,  be  able 
to  see  this  additional  ground  of  my  gratitude. 
You  seem  to  have  attracted  round  you  a  singular 
body  of  friends,  who  help  to  support  you  in 
your  desire  to  devote  all  the  treasures  you  can 
bring  of  science  and  of  art,  of  nature  and  of 
grace,  to  prove  to  the  sick  and  suffering,  to  the 
poor  and  unfortunate,  the  loving  care  of  God. 

You  remember  what  an  example  the  dear 
Vicar  of  S.  Barnabas  (Alfred  Gurney)  was? 
with  what  exquisite  delicacy  of  reserve  he 
lavished  the  great  wealth  that  God  had  en- 
trusted to  him ;  how  he  would  put  forth,  without 
weariness,  all  the  winning  power  of  the  innate 
courtesy  and  poetry  of  his  nature,  to  reclaim,  if 
it  might  be,  the  rude,  the  outcast,  and  the  fallen. 

You  remember  the  bright  and  sunny  presence 
of  Mrs.  Duff-Gordon,  "the  singular  charm  of 
her  manner,  a  manner  full  of  courtesy  and 
sweetness,  and  of  the  quiet,   stately  self-posses- 

1  Prelude,  Book  XIII,  pp.  158,  185,  275. 
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sion  which  we  associate  with  the  gentlewoman 
of  an  older  time."  "She  never  failed,  and 
never  tired  of  helping." 

You  know  what  your  chaplain  is,  and  what 
he  has  been  to  you. 

It  is  because  you  yourselves  seem  to  me  to 
strive  to  combine  the  highest  practical  scientific 
skill  with  this  grace  and  tenderness  of  moral 
beauty,  and  because  you  are  willing  to  devote 
yourselves  to  poor  and  rich  alike,  that  I  regard 
you  with  sincere  gratitude  as  my  teachers  in 
the  Christ-like  life. 

May  He  Who  for  our  sakes  became  poor 
pour  upon  you  the  riches  of  His  grace,  and 
refresh  you  with  the  consciousness  of  His 
Presence  and  His  love. 
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Christmas,  1899. 

Your  great  kindness  has  taken  me  quite  by 
surprise,  and  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  express 
my  great  pleasure  and  gratitude  to  you  all. 

I  never  thought  I  should  possess  a  real  picture 
of  dear  Bishop  Sailer,  though  I  once  went  all 
the  way  to  Regensburg  to  see  his  statue,  and- 
the  place  where  he  lived. 

I  shall  indeed  value  your  kind  gift  exceedingly, 
and  I  hope  that  its  presence  in  my  room  may 
help  me  to  preserve,  better  than  I  have  done, 
that  spirit  of  inward  piety,  which  is  so  easily 
crusted  over,  or  crushed  by  the  routine  of  hard 
work. 

Light,  life,  and  love  were  among  the  good 
bishop's  favourite  words,  and  they  are  words 
which,  when  taken  together  and  referred  to 
their  one  common  source,  give  us  confidence  in 
the  brightness  and  tenderness  and  power  of  life 
whatever  our  outward  circumstances  may  be. 
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For  the  true  source  of  true  life  is  God,  as  we 
read  in  the  36th  Psalm,  and  the  9th  verse : 
"  With  Thee  is  the  well  of  life,  and  in  Thy  light 
shall  we  see  light."  This  is  the  inexhaustible 
Fountain  ;  and  we  Christians  know  Who  is  "the 
Light  of  the  World,"  and  Who  is  "the  Bread  of 
Life."  And  we  know  "the  love  of  Christ  which 
passeth  knowledge  " ;  and  all  this,  dear  children, 
is  for  us  Christians  not  as  a  mere  picture,  or 
figure  of  speech,  for  us  to  look  at  or  read  about 
as  something  external  to  us;  but  all  this  is  in  us 
because  we  are  in  Christ,  and  so  we  love  the 
inexhaustible  Fountain  of  Light  and  Life  and 
Love  springing  up  in  ourselves  as  a  well  of 
water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life. 

This  enables  me  to  say  to  you,  what  I  should 
be  afraid  to  say  to  many  people,  that  you  must 
not  be  too  distressed  or  out  of  heart  if  you  find 
you  cannot  be  as  regular  as  you  would  like  to 
be  in  your  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace,  at 
the  Holy  Communion,  or  even  your  prayers  or 
Bible-reading ;  you  have  all  been  baptized  and 
confirmed,  and  you  have  received  the  Holy 
Bread  of  Life,     You  are  members  of  Christ,  you 
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have  the  inexhaustible  Fountain  to  draw  from, 
and  I  do  not  doubt,  if  you  really  wish  to  do  all 
you  can,  that  you  will  find  God  will  be  with 
you  and  support  you,  and  refresh  you  with  His 
presence  and  His  love,  so  that  His  light  and  life 
and  love  shall  be  in  you,  and  a  source  of  bright- 
ness and  strength  and  comfort  to  those  for  whom 
in  their  sickness  and  sadness  you  so  bravely  play 
hazard  with  your  lives. 

I  must  add  a  word  on  the  war.  This  is  a  new 
experience  for  England,  at  least  in  our  day. 
We  must  pray  God  to  teach  us  what  the  lessons 
are  which  He  specially  wishes  us  to  learn,  that 
so,  please  God,  when  peace  comes  we  may  all 
serve  Him  better  than  before,  and  dedicate 
England's  greatness  and  power  more  thoroughly 
and  openly  to  His  service. 

Meanwhile  I  thank  God  that  you  are  privi- 
leged, and  have  a  share  in  relieving  the  sufferings 
of  those  brave  men  who  are  teaching  us  the  true 
glory  of  a  soldier's  calling  "on  the  pathway  of 
duty  to  be  ready  to  die" — "Duty  done  for  duty, 
not  reward." 

May  this  manifestation  of  a  soldier's  calling  in 
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time  of  war  help  us  all  to  realize  what  it  is  to 
be  soldiers  of  the  Militant  Church  here  on  earth, 
and  to  live  lives  more  worthy  of  the  Captain  of 
our  salvation. 

Once  more  offering  you  my  heartfelt  thanks 
for  your  undeserved  kindness,  I  commend  you 
to  God.  May  he  support,  refresh,  and  bless 
you,  and  all  those  for  whom,  for  His  sake,  you 
labour. 
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Christmas,  1900. 

When  I  write  to  you  my  yearly  letter  it  fills 
me  more  and  more  every  year  with  shame,  and 
thankfulness ;  with  shame  for  being  what  I 
am,  and  with  thankfulness  for  what  God  has 
enabled  you  all  to  be. 

Perhaps  these  two  feelings  of  sadness  and  thank- 
fulness are  not  altogether  inappropriate  to  us  all. 

If  you  look  at  the  end  of  the  Book  of  the 
Psalms  in  the  Bible  version  you  will  see  it  is 
not  quite  the  same  as  it  is  in  our  Prayer  Book. 
In  the  Prayer  Book,  the  Psalter  ends  with  the 
words  "Let  everything  that  hath  breath  praise 
the  Lord." 

In  the  Bible  version,  we  find  the  same  words, 
but  with  some  words  added  to  them,  "Praise 
ye  the  Lord." 

These  four  words  are  in  the  Hebrew  all  one 
word  "Hallelujah";  so  that  we  may  say  the 
Psalter  ends  with  this  word  "  Hallelujah." 

This  has   heen   beautifully  shown  to  contain  a 
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lesson  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  us  all, 
whether  we  look  at  the  life  of  nations  or  of  the 
Church,  or  of  individual  believers ;  after  all 
one  "  cries  out  of  the  depths,"  the  end  is 
"Hallelujah,"  so  wonderful  is  the  guiding  hand 
of  God's  love ! 

You  will  easily  be  able  to  illustrate  this  from 
the  Psalter. 

This  last  summer  I  went  in  my  holiday  to 
Ravenna,  and  this  has  made  me  think  a  great 
deal,  when  I  have  had  time,  of  the  terrible 
confusion  and  suffering  wrhich  took  place  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries  during  the  inroads  of 
the  Aryans  and  other  barbarians,  and  of  the  great 
catastrophe,  the  breaking  up  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  and  the  wonderful  birth  of  the  new 
nations  in  Europe,  as  we  know  them  now  in 
France  and  Italy  and  Spain  and  Germany  and 
England.  "If  the  Lord  had  not  been  on  our 
side,"  it  must  have  seemed  as  if  the  end  of  all 
human  society  had  come. 

And  yet,  since  then,  how  many  in  Christian 
Europe,  and  through  Europe,  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  have  learnt  to  know  and  praise  God  ! 
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And  if  we  look  nearer  to  ourselves  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  closing  as  it  does 
another  century,  can  we  not  see  the  same  over- 
ruling hand  of  Providence  ? 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  war-clouds 
were  hanging  heavily,  and  threatening  us  with 
storms  on  every  side ;  and  now,  though  the 
horizon  is  not  quite  clear,  we  can  already  see 
the  brightness  of  the  love  of  God  appearing ; 
and  if  England  only  uses  her  opportunities, 
through  her  strengthened  and  world-wide  Em- 
pire, the  coming  century  may  see  fresh  nations 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  millions  of 
new  voices  may  unite  in  the  praises  of  our  God ; 
and  if  we  look  still  nearer  to  ourselves  and 
think  of  all  that  God  has  enabled  you  to  do, 
though  there  have  been  times  of  suffering  and 
individual  anxiety,  is  it  not  true  that,  "out  of 
the  deep"  God  has  raised  you  up  and  led  you 
on,  so  that  what  you  would  wish  to  say  as  the 
final  verdict  of  your  experience  might  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  "Not  unto  us,  O  Lord, 
not  unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  Name  give  the 
praise," 
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In  the  March  number  of  your  Guild  Paper, 
your  good  chaplain  reminds  you  that  it  is  nearly 
seventeen  years  ago — August  17th,  1883 — he  first 
made  the  venture  to  put  forth  the  Monthly 
Paper,  to  be  a  bond  of  union,  and  a  sort  of 
"loving  cup,"  to  pass  from  hand  to  hand  be- 
tween the  scattered  members  of  the  Guild. 

As  I  look  through  the  Monthly  Papers,  I  am 
filled  with  thankfulness  to  think  of  the  wide 
extent  of  the  work  that  God  has  entrusted  to 
you — we  may  really  say  all  over  the  world ; 
and  now  again  in  the  present  year  I  see  letters 
from  the  war  in  Africa  and  in  China,  besides 
the  steady  work  done  under  quieter,  though 
perhaps  not  necessarily  under  less  trying  circum- 
stances. 

For  all  this  world-wide  opportunity  of  serving 
Him,  in  spite  of  all  the  hardships  and  dangers, 
in  spite  of  all  the  disappointments  and  anxieties, 
I  believe  the  last  word  of  the  Psalter  will  find 
an  echo  in  your  hearts,  and  you  would  wish  to 
say  that  you  have  found  Him  to  be  a  God  of 
love  and  to  praise  His  Holy  Name. 

There  is  yet  another  ground  for  thankfulness 
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brought  home  to  me,  when  I  think  of  the  200 
numbers  of  your  Monthly  Paper,  which  your 
dear  chaplain  has  managed  to  send  round  as  his 
"loving  cup,"  with  such  wonderful  persever- 
ance, and  it  is  this : 

I  cannot  fail  to  see  into  how  high  a  com- 
munion of  spiritual  thought  God  has  enabled 
you  to  advance.  You  in  the  Church  of  England 
have  been  enabled  by  God's  grace  to  enter  into 
and  enjoy  the  thoughts  of  holy  men  of  other 
times  and  other  lands — the  thoughts  of  Bishop 
Sailer,  Father  John,  Count  Tolstoi,  William 
Law,  and  others.  By  your  own  self-devoted 
lives,  by  your  devotion  to  the  sick  and  the 
dying — to  those,  that  is,  who  live  on  the  border- 
land, as  it  were,  of  this  world,  and  catch  sounds 
of  voices  which  the  noise  of  this  busy  world 
shuts  out  from  most  of  us  —  you  have  been 
enabled  to  enter  into  the  higher  language  of 
devotion  and  love,  and  to  witness  to  its  reality ; 
you  have  been  enabled  to  prove  to  us  that  the 
thoughts  of  holy  men  of  other  times  and  in 
other  lands  may  find  a  real  response  amongst 
ourselves. 
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Is  not  all  this  a  hopeful  evidence  of  the  good 
hand  of  our  God  upon  us?  May  we  not  hope, 
that  we  too,  with  all  the  shortcomings  and  trials, 
are  yet  being  prepared  to  take  our  part  with 
the  "  great  multitude  who  have  come  out  of 
great  tribulation,"  but  who  in  the  end  will  find 
the  truest  expression  of  their  experience  in  the 
word  "Hallelujah"? 

Praise  the  Lord !  Praise  Him  for  His  merci- 
ful forgiveness !  Praise ^Him  for  His  unwearied 
patience  !    Praise  Him  for  His  unfailing  love ! 

May  this  thought,  my  dear  children  in  Christ, 
sustain  you  when  you  are  in  trouble  yourselves  ; 
may  it  help  you  to  cheer  those  in  whose  sorrows 
you  so  largely  share;  may  you,  when  in  "the 
depths,"  be  enabled  to  remember  that  "Halle- 
lujah "  may  yet  be  yours. 

God  bless  you  and  keep  you. 
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Advent,  1901. 

Once  more,  by  God's  undeserved  goodness, 
I  am  permitted  to  write  to  you  a  letter  for  the  New 
Year  :  you  know  I  always  feel  ashamed  when  I 
think  of  the  prominent  place  in  which  I  have 
allowed  your  kindness  to  place  me  in  your  Guild, 
and  of  the  way  in  which  you  are  living  and 
working. 

I  am  indeed  very  grateful  to  you  for  allowing 
me  to  belong  to  your  Guild,  because  it  keeps 
before  me  the  sort  of  life  I  should  have  liked  to 
have  lived :  but  it  makes  me  ashamed  when  I 
remember  what  I  have  been,  and  am. 

Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  an  event  has  taken 
place  which  has  deeply  touched  the  whole  civilized 
world — I  mean  the  death  of  our  good  and  great 
Queen  Victoria. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  add  anything  of 
value  to  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  great 
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loss,  but  we  ought  never  to  forget  the  responsibility 
which  the  example  of  her  unique  personality  has 
left  upon  us ;  we  cannot  do  all  that  she  was 
enabled  to  do,  but  we  may  all  try  and  show 
our  thankfulness  to  God,  and  our  loyal  love  to 
her,  by  representing  in  our  lives  her  trust  in 
God,  her  sense  of  duty,  her  almost  universal 
sympathy. 

May  God  guide  and  bless  our  King. 

Another  event  took  place  this  year,  since  I  last 
wrote  to  you,  which  was  also  in  one  sense  of 
world-wide  interest  (for  our  2,000  nurses  are 
scattered  all  over  the  world),  I  mean  our  "  Jubilee 
Festival,"  when  we  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  our  Guild. 

It  was  indeed  a  day  of  heart-felt  thanksgiving 
and  rejoicing.  Of  the  many  causes  for  our  thank- 
fulness none  was  greater  than  the  announcement 
by  our  good  chaplain,  that  the  Bishop  of  London 
had  approved  the  objects  and  rules  of  the  Guild, 
and  consented  to  become  our  patron. 

This  is  indeed  a  point  to  have  reached,  that  our 
Guild  should  have  reached  the  number  of  2,000 
members,  and  have  the  Bishop  of  London  for  its 
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patron,  is  just  an  instance  of  how  God  answers 
prayer,  "  beyond  what  we  ask  or  think." 

I  am  sure  that  this  announcement  will  give  fresh 
confidence  and  zeal  to  all  the  members  of  our 
Guild,  and  induce  yet  more  to  join  us.  I  feel 
that  I  may  now  say  my  "Nunc  Dimittis  "  when- 
ever it  may  be  most  convenient. 

And  now  I  want  you  to  let  another  speak  to  you 
rather  than  myself — one  who  perhaps  more  than 
any  man  of  the  past  century  could  have  understood 
and  appreciated  your  work — I  mean  the  famous 
surgeon,  the  late  Sir  James  Paget. 

Let  me  bring  to  your  notice  a  few  of  the  many 
most  interesting  facts  and  sayings  revealed  in  his 
life,  lately  edited  for  us  by  one  of  his  sons.  To 
any  one  connected  with  medical  or  hospital  work 
it  has  of  course  a  special  value,  but  for  every 
thoughtful  and  cultured  Christian  the  life  offers 
a  noble  and  stimulating  example. 

James  Paget  was  born  on  January  11th,  1814, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  85,  on  December  30th, 
1899.  It  was  a  life  of  long  and  magnificently 
sustained  labour. 

In  his  early  days  he  worked  with  little  assistance 


100  COUNSELS  TO  NURSES 

of  any  kind,  and  with  very  limited  means,  and  when 
he  had  won  his  great  position  he  still  worked ;  there 
were  very  seldom  (he  tells  us)  less  than  eleven 
hours'  constant  work  between  breakfast  and 
dinner,  often  there  were  twelve  or  thirteen,  and 
after  dinner  came  letter-writing  and  case-keeping, 
and  some  reading  or  other  work  till  any  requisite 
time  in  the  following  morning.  ...  At  times  the 
average  working  day  was  not  less  than  sixteen 
hours  each  working  day. 

Sometimes  this  was  almost  beyond  his  strength. 
Certainly,  he  says,  if  I  had  not  been  rather  reck- 
less about  my  health,  I  should  have  given  in. 

Sir  James  had  a  thoroughly  scientific  mind  ;  for 
himself  and  for  others  he  urged  the  necessity  of 
constant,  accurate  observation,  but  by  accurate 
observation  he  meant  not  the  mere  exercise  of  the 
senses,  not  the  seeing  or  hearing  or  touching  of 
a  thing ;  but,  besides  this,  an  habitual  constant 
watchfulness,  the  taking  notice  of  all  the  conditions 
in  which  objects  or  events  are  found,  their  con- 
currence, their  sequences,  their  seemings,  mutual 
relations,  all  their  variations.  To  do  this,  and 
do  it  again  and  again,  and  with    constant  care. 
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that  was  what  he  did  himself  and  urged  on 
others. 

To  the  objection  that  a  mind  so  habitually  trained 
to  the  scientific  method  would  be  ill -fitted  for 
ordinary  business,  or  matters  of  religion,  he 
makes  an  indignant  reply:  "There  are  some, 
indeed,  who  would  tell  you  that  the  scientific 
man  is  ill  fitted  for  anything  but  science,  that  he 
cannot  be  punctual,  businesslike,  a  plain  speaker, 
pious,  or  I  know  not  what  else.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  greater  nonsense  in  any  of  the 
books  or  journals  on  a  modern  bookstall." 

This  laborious,  reverent,  accurate  study  of  the 
physical  phenomena  and  laws  of  nature  led  him 
to  make  most  valuable  observations  on  the  facts  of 
the  moral  law,  showing  an  exactness  which  too 
many  of  us  neglect. 

Speaking  of  himself,  he  says,  "In  looking  back 
on  this  success  I  feel  quite  unable  and  unfit  to 
judge  how  far  it  was  due  to  my  fitness  for  practice. 
I  was  not  disqualified  by  any  of  the  gravest 
hindrances  to  success,  as  by  being  habitually  idle, 
time-wasting,  unbusinesslike,  unpunctual,  uncivil, 
unable  to  work  with  others,  faults  which  I  have 
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seen,  singly  or  together,  spoiling  the  career  of 
men  whose  knowledge  might  have  brought  them 
great  success." 

What  a  golden  passage  this  is !  and  how  truly 
the  result  of  a  really  scientific  mind  !  Would  that 
we  could  all  remember  it. 

But  Sir  James  did  not  limit  his  great  intellectual 
powers  to  the  physical  or  purely  moral  laws.  His 
son  (my  dear  friend,  now  Bishop  of  Oxford)  tells 
us  something  of  the  relation  of  his  great  father's 
mind  to  the  study  of  the  facts  that  are  made  known 
to  us  by  revelation.  He  speaks  of  his  father's  con- 
stant study  of  theology,  and  this  is  brought  before  us 
in  a  very  beautiful  way  by  telling  us  of  Sir  James's 
careful  use  of  Sunday.  "No  trait"  (the  Bishop 
says)  "  in  the  tenor  of  my  father's  life  was  more 
constant  and  characteristic  than  his  use  of  Sunday. 
So  far  as  he  rightly  could,  he  kept  the  day  from 
the  encroachments  of  ordinary  work.  He  did 
what  had  to  be  done,  but  he  never  lightened  the 
burden  of  the  weekday  by  deferring  any  of  its 
demands  till  Sunday.  He  never  dined  out,  he 
never  travelled  for  pleasure's  sake,  never  read  a 
newspaper  or  a  novel  on  Sunday,  never  let  any 
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weariness  stop  his  Church-going.  In  the  inscrip- 
tion beneath  the  window  commemorating,  in  St. 
Nicholas's,  at  Yarmouth,  his  father  and  mother,  he 
wrote  of  them  as  Movers  of  their  Church  and 
home,'  and  to  that  twofold  love,  ever  present 
in  his  life,  he  dedicated  the  time  he  won  from 
work  on  Sundays ;  and  so  he  got  his  time  for 
the  study  of  theology,  and  he  made  the  very  most 
of  it." 

No  book  seemed  too  stiff  for  him,  if  only  it  was 
thorough,  and  well  thought  out  and  sincere. 
Amongst  his  favourite  books,  the  Bishop  tells  us, 
were  Pascal,  Hooker,  Bishop  Butler,  and  every- 
thing that  Church  and  Mozley  wrote. 

In  connection  with  his  study  of  theology,  the 
Bishop  touches  in  a  few  last  words  two  deeper 
habits,  the  habit  of  reverence  and  the  habit  of 
devotion. 

The  last  letter  written  by  Sir  James  was  to  his 
old  friend  Sir  Henry  Acland.  In  it  we  read  : 
"My  infirmities  increase,  .  .  .  they  increase, 
thank  God,  without  pain,  but  not  without  evi- 
dence or  warning,  and  I  try  to  use  their  warnings 
rightly,  using  especially  what  you  gave  me  last 
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year,  Dr.  Pusey's  book  of  Prayers,  edited  by 
Dr.  Liddon,  and  good  Bishop  Andrewes's  Medi- 
tations" 

As  the  end  drew  near,  the  Bishop  tells  us,  he 
read  only  the  New  Testament  and  his  books  of 
devotion  ;  these,  for  the  last  two  years  of  his  life, 
were  always  in  his  hands,  or  by  his  side.  At  the 
end  he  had  no  pain  or  even  discomfort.  In  his 
last  hours  of  consciousness  he  received  the  Holy 
Communion  at  the  hands  of  his  son,  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  and  died  on  Saturday  night,  December 
30th,  1899. 

Here,  my  dear  children  in  Christ,  is  a  noble 
example  for  you  !  It  is  the  life  of  one  who,  like 
yourselves,  spent  all  his  immediate  energies  on 
material  things,  and  was  constantly  called  upon 
to  witness  the  sufferings  and  miseries  of  men,  and 
who  yet,  through  it  all,  maintained  his  own  faith 
in  the  supernatural  power  and  goodness  and  love 
of  God  !  May  God  support  and  bless  you  in  your 
loving  work  in  Him  and  for  Him. 

May  He  so  strengthen  your  faith,  and  purify  and 
increase  your  love,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to 
strengthen  others,  and  enable  them  to  see  the  light 
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and  feel  the  warmth  of  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
surely  awaiting  them  when  the  clouds  of  their 
sufferings  shall  be  for  ever  put  away. 

Asking  for  your  prayers,  and  sending  you  my 
blessing, 

I  am, 
Your  grateful  and  affectionate  patron, 

*  E.  LINCOLN. 
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Christmas,  1902. 

I  feel  that  I  ought  not,  perhaps,  much  longer 
to  undertake  to  write  to  you  this  yearly  letter, 
as  you,  who  are  in  full  life  and  strength,  ought 
to  have  some  one  full  of  life  and  strength  to 
guide  you  and  to  lead  you  on. 

I  am  indeed  thankful  to  know  that  you  can 
easily  find  that  help  in  your  new  patron,  my  dear 
brother  the  Bishop  of  London  ;  he  knows  the 
difficulties  and  the  needs  of  the  Christian  life  at 
the  present  time  as  well  as  any  man,  and  he  is 
full  of  life  and  zeal  and  love,  and  able  to  give 
you  the  help  that  you  require. 

In  case,  then,  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  write 
to  you  again  I  will  say  a  few  words  to  you  on 
"Light  "and  "Love"— "the  one  thing  needful," 
as  this  last  has  been  called. 

It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  me  and  good  for  you 
if  I  guide  my  thoughts  very  much  by  words  which 
dear  Canon  Liddon  has  left  us  in  his  notes  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  chapter  xiii. 
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In  chapter  xiii.  12  we  read  the  words,  "The 
night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand."  In 
the  Bible  "darkness"  and  "night"  are  used  in 
different  senses,  and  yet,  perhaps,  we  can  see 
the  meaning  running  through  them  all,  that  light 
indicates  the  action  and  Presence  of  God. 

In  the  revealed  account  of  Creation  we  read 
that  "the  earth  was  without  form  and  void, 
and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep  "  ; 
then  God  said,  "Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light." 

But  darkness  and  light  are  used  in  the  Bible 
to  denote  to  us  the  moral  and  spiritual  condition 
of  man. 

They  represent  to  us  the  dreariness  and  blind- 
ness of  man  without  the  full  Presence  of  God, 
and  the  brightness  and  freedom  which  come  to 
man's  moral  and  spiritual  powers  when  the  full 
light  of  God's  Presence  rises  like  the  sun  upon 
him. 

So  the  moral  and  spiritual  condition  of  man 
before  Christ  came  is  spoken  of  as  "darkness" 
(see  Acts  xxvi.  18),  when  the  object  of  the 
great   commission   to   S.  Paul  is   said   to   be  "to 
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open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness 
to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God." 
See  also  Ephes.  v.  8 — "  Ye  were  sometimes  dark- 
ness, but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord :  walk  as 
children  of  light." 

In  the  text  I  quoted  above  from  Rom.  xiii.  12 
the  words  "night"  and  "day"  are  carried 
still  further  in  their  meaning,  and  denote  the 
moral  and  spiritual  atmosphere  in  which  we  are 
now  living ;  between  the  first  and  second  Advent 
of  our  Lord,  "night"  and  "sleep"  denote  a 
condition  of  the  regenerate,  in  which  full  moral 
and  spiritual  activity  is  slumbering,  owing  to  the 
remaining  power  of  sin.  The  Christian  therefore 
needs  awakening  from  time  to  time. 

Light  represents  to  us  the  action  and  Presence 
of  God.  Light  has  a  life-giving  power,  and  so 
light  represents  even  God  Himself.  "  God  is 
Light,  and  in  Him  is  no  darkness  at  all."  As 
God's  children  we  should  "walk  as  children  of 
Light."    (1  John  i.  5.) 

What  will  be  the  chief  mark  by  which  we  may 
know  if  we  are  truly  awakened  and  walking 
now  as  children  of  Light?    S.  Paul  in  this  same 


ANNUAL  LETTER,  1902  109 

thirteenth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans 
tells  us  what  is  our  great  requirement. 

"  Owe  no  man  anything,"  he  says,  "  but  to  love 
one  another. "  ' '  He  that  loveth  his  brother  abideth 
in  the  light."  (1  John  ii.  10.)  The  reason  for  the 
precept  of  love  (Canon  Liddon  says)  S.  Paul  sets 
forth  in  three  ways — 

1.  From  the  inherent  moral  force  of  love — it 
is  the  inspiring  creative  force  to  all  Christian 
excellence. 

2.  From  the  language  of  the  Mosaic  Law — "  For 
he  that  loveth  another  hath  fulfilled  the  Law." 

3.  From  the  negative  force  of  love. 

It  refrains  from  working  ill  to  a  neighbour — 
"  Love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour."  It  is  nega- 
tive. Repressive  power  of  love  is  set  out  for  us 
very  wonderfully  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the 
first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  We  can  hardly 
read  this  chapter  too  often. 

The  "night"  of  our  present  condition,  S.  Paul 
tells  us,  "  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand." 

You,  my  dear  children  in  Christ,  who  often 
watch  through  the  night  with  the  sick  and  dying, 
you  know  how  gladly  you  welcome  the  first  signs 
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of  the  morning  ;  so  should  we  Christians  look 
forward  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ,  when  the 
night  will  be  completely  and  for  ever  past,  and 
the  Day  Star  will  appear,  which  will  bring  in 
the  eternal  day.  There  will  be  no  more  "night 
there,"  for  the  glory  of  God  will  lighten  it,  and 
the  Lamb  will  be  the  Light  Himself. 

Remember,  then,  dear  children,  that  even  you, 
in  your  Christ-like  work,  may  from  time  to  time 
need  awakening.  There  is  a  "night,"  a  condition 
of  moral  and  spiritual  drowsiness,  which  belongs 
even  to  the  regenerate,  from  which  we  may  need 
awakening.  The  weariness  of  the  body,  the 
numbing  influence  of  routine,  the  necessary 
irregularity  of  your  devotions,  the  familiarity 
with  death,  may  make  you  forget  that  the  day 
is  coming,  the  day  of  eternity. 

If  you  would  be  found  watching  for  morning,  if 
you  would  be  ready  for  the  day,  walk  as  children 
of  light.  God  is  Light  and  God  is  Love.  Those 
who  walk  in  light  and  live  in  love  are  getting 
ready  for  the  day,  are  getting  ready  for  God. 

This  is,  I  know,  your  constant  aim  and  desire ; 
most  humbly  and  earnestly  do  I  thank  God  for 
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all  that  He  has  enabled  you  to  be,  and  to  do. 
Persevere  humbly,  bravely,  trustfully,  in  the  life 
to  which  God  has  called  you,  the  life  of  self- 
devoted  love  towards  His  suffering  children. 
You  are  witnesses  for  God  in  a  world  of  shadow 
and  suffering,  in  a  world  of  darkness  and  sin,  you 
are  witnesses  of  the  true  nature  of  God,  you  tell 
us  through  the  service  of  your  loving  lives— in 
spite  of  all  the  clouds  of  sin  and  suffering  which 
hang  around  us — that  God  is  Light  and  God  is  Love. 

Inestimable  must  be  the  value  of  your  work  if 
you  continue  to  walk  in  light  and  love. 

"The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you,  the  Lord 
make  His  face  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious 
unto  you.  The  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance 
upon  you  and  give  you  peace." 

Thanking  you  for  your  prayers  and  hoping  in 
some  sort  for  their  continuance. 

•  •••••  ? 

P.S. — Having  written  these  few  simple  words, 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  they  belong,  without  my 
remembering  it,  to  the  three  favourite  words  of 
our  friend  and  often  guide,  Bishop  Sailer — light, 
life,  and  love. 
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[The  Bishop  was  at  this  time  feeling  in  a  special 
way  the  weight  of  his  years.  He  wrote  not  to  the 
Guild  but  to  the  Chaplain.] 

St.  Thomas's  Day,  1903. 

.  .  .  Give  them  [the  Guild]  my  love  and  my 
blessing.  Tell  them  I  daily  look  at  Sailer's  picture 
and  daily  remember  them  in  my  prayers,  and  ask 
them  to  remember  me. 

With  my  love  and  Christmas  blessing  to  you 
and  to  them, 

Dearest  friend,  ever  your  affectionate, 

E.  LINCOLN, 
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Christmas,  1904. 

I  write  once  more  to  thank  you  for  the 
example  of  your  lives,  and  for  your  prayers. 
I  thank  God  that  all  continues  to  go  well  with 
you. 

I  do  not  forget  you.  I  remember  you  every 
morning  in  my  prayers.  I  know  you  must  meet 
with  many  difficulties,  and  few  are  more  trying 
than  differences  about  religion,  or  indifference. 
You  must  hold  fast  to  the  Faith  of  the  Gospel, 
as  the  Church  in  her  creeds  has  arranged  and 
expressed  it  for  you.  "  Dogma  is  simply  the 
maintenance  of  the  historic  Christ  against  im- 
perfect definitions  and  the  tendency  of  thought 
that  would  whittle  away  His  personality  and 
dissolve  Him — if  the  process  was  allowed  to  go 
on  long  enough — into  a  simple  man."  "The 
work  of  the  Church  of  England  is  to  maintain 
truth  held  according  to  liberty,  yet  with  order  " 
(Bp.  Creighton's  Life,  vol.  ii,  p.  506).     The  battle 
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of  the  Cross  is  not  over  yet — India,  China,  Japan, 
have  still  to  be  won.  We  need  to  keep  the  truth 
in  its  greatest  purity  that  we  may  retain  its 
greatest  strength. 

Hold  fast  the  old  Faith.  Teach  it  in  love.  Prove 
its  value  and  power  by  your  Christ-like  lives. 

Be  of  good  cheer.  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled.  God  will  not  forget  your  works  and 
labour  that  proceedeth  of  love,  which  love  you 
have  showed  for  His  Name's  sake,  who  have 
ministered  unto  the  saints,  and  yet  do  minister. 

Continue  to  remember  me  in  your  prayers. 

God  be  with  you  and  bless  you. 
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June  13,  1904. 

My  dear  Children  in  Christ, 

.  .  .  Do  not  forget  me.  The  needs  of  the 
old  are  quite  as  real  as  those  of  the  young. 
I  pray  daily  for  you. 

May  God  so  fill  you  with  His  love  that,  though 
surrounded  by  suffering,  your  own  peace  and 
cheerfulness  may  be  a  witness  to  the  blessed  truth 
that  "  God  is  love." 

"  Hold  thee  still  in  the  Lord  and  abide  patiently 
upon  Him."  (Ps.  xxxvii.  7.)  And  may  the  bless- 
ing of  God  Almighty  comfort  you,  and  keep  you 
now  and  for  evermore. 
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June  19,  1905. 

My  dearest  Chaplain, 

This  is  only  one  word  of  gratitude  and  blessing 
to  you,  and  to  the  good  members  of  our  Guild  at 
their  festival. 

Certainly  we  in  Lincoln  have  reason  to  be 
grateful  to  you  this  year,  for  your  love,  under 
God,  saved  many  of  our  lives  ;  and  you  have 
set  us  a  high  example  of  unselfish  self-discipline, 
being  ready  to  sacrifice  personal  likes  and  dislikes 
and  self-interest  for  the  common  good.  And  you 
have  helped  us  to  realize  the  silent  power  and 
tenderness  of  God 

Evidently  a  nuise's  work  has  a  sphere  besides 
that  of  the  doctor  of  infinite  value  to  the  public 
health. 

Evidently  a  Christ-like  nurse  is  an  evidence  for 
the  nearness  of  God  and  a  proof  of  His  tenderness 
and  love. 

May  God  fill  you,  dear  chaplain,  with  His 
wisdom  and  His  love,  and  protect,  and  guard, 
and  bless  all  the  dear  members  of  our  Guild. 
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Christmas,  1906. 

My  dear  Children  in  Christ, 

Once  more  I  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  thank 
God  for  His  goodness  in  preserving  you  all  in  the 
Faith  and  for  your  perseverance  in  your  work 
of  love. 
All  I  hear  of  you  is  good— thanks  be  to  God, 
During  the  past  year  you  will  have  seen  that 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  with  regard 
to  our  elementary  schools.  I  hope,  so  far,  all  has 
been  overruled  for  the  best. 

During  the  last  years — I  am  sure  the  prayers 
of  many  people  helped  us — one  thing  we  have 
learnt  is  that  education,  to  be  of  real  use,  must 
go  on  much  longer  than  people  used  to  think. 
People  see  the  need  of  continuation  classes, 
"  secondary  education,"  and  so  forth.  It  is  seen 
to  be  a  delusion  to  talk  of  our  "  school  days  "  as 
being  over  when   we    "  leave  school "  ;    we  see 
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now  that  we  have  only  then  begun  to  learn  how 
to  learn,  and  that  we  must  go  on  learning  all  our 
lives.  The  same  applies  to  religious  knowledge. 
S.  Augustine,  writing  on  the  125th  verse  of 
Ps.  cxix,  "  O  grant  me  understanding,  that  I  may 
know  Thy  testimonies,"  says,  "  This  petition  must 
never  be  omitted,  for  it  sufficeth  not  to  have 
received  understanding  and  to  have  learnt  the 
testimonies  of  God,  unless  it  be  evermore  re- 
ceived, and  evermore  in  a  manner  quaffed  from 
the  Fountain  of  Eternal  Light.  For  the  testimonies 
of  God  are  the  better,  and  the  better  known,  the 
more  understanding  a  man  attaineth  to." 

So  my  New  Year's  message  to  you  is — Keep 
on  reading  your  Bibles,  go  on  learning  about 
God,  drink  again  and  again  of  the  Fountain  of 
Eternal  Light. 

Go  on  praying  that  you  may  know  that  God 
is  your  Father — so  will  you  increase  your  trust- 
fulness in  His  power,  His  wisdom,  and  love. 

That  Jesus  is  your  Saviour — there  you  will  find 
pardon  and  peace,  in  spite  of  all  your  sins  and 
shortcomings,  your  negligences  and  ignorances. 

That  the  Holy  Ghost  is  your  Sanctifier — this 
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will  bring  you  holiness  and  liberty,  and  guidance 
and  hope  for  the  future. 

Go  on,  dear  children,  asking  God  to  teach  you. 
The  more  you  are  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
God,  so  much  the  more  will  His  gentleness  and 
tenderness  and  power  and  love  shine  forth  from 
you,  and  cheer  and  encourage  the  suffering  and 
dying  committed  to  your  care. 

Pray  for  me  that  God  may  abide  with  me,  for 
the  evening  of  my  life  has  come. 

May  God  continue  to  teach  you  and  bless  you. 
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Christmas,  1907. 

I  thank  God  that  I  can  once  more  send  you 
my  love  and  blessing  for  Christmas  and  the  New 
Year. 

I  want,  this  year  especially,  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  privilege  of  being  with  you  at 
your  Festival  on  S.  Barnabas'  Day,  and  for  all  the 
kindness  which  I  then  received.  It  was  a  great 
help  and  comfort  to  me,  and  I  wish  to  thank  you 
all,  and  specially  the  dear  clergy  of  S.  Alban's,  for 
your  goodness. 

I  cannot  think  of  anything  to  say  to  you  except 
to  encourage  you  more  and  more  to  think  of  the 
love  of  God. 

Look  back  over  your  lives,  and  you  will  see  how 
the  golden  cord  of  His  love  has  held  you  back 
from  what  was  wrong,  and  drawn  you  nearer  and 
nearer  to  Himself.  Ever  since  He  bound  you  to 
Himself  at  your  Baptism,  when  He  made  you  His 
child?  that  golden  cord  of  His  love  has  held  you. 
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As  you  look  at  it  you  will  see  more  and  more 
clearly  how  that  golden  cord  is  made  up  of  three 
equal  golden  threads  of  love — 
The  love  of  the  Father, 
watching  over  you,  bearing  with  you,  waiting 
for  you,  cherishing  you,  even  as,  you  know, 
a  nurse  cherisheth  her  children  ; 
The  love  of  the  Son,  your  Saviour, 

cleansing  you  again  and  again,   through  the 
power  of  His  own    most    precious   Blood 
bringing  you  pardon  and  peace  ; 
The  love  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
sanctifying  you,   setting  you  more  and  more 
free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death,  illumi- 
nating you,  teaching  you,  comforting  you. 
Dwell    on   this,    dear    children,    amid    all    the 
sickness  and  sadness  and  suffering  that  surrounds 
you.     Hold  fast  to  the  golden  cord  of  His  love, 
and  tell  the  poor  sufferers  that  you   know  it  is 
true,  and  that  if  they  will  only  try  to  give  them- 
selves to  Him,  they  will  find  it  to  be  true  also. 
To  His  most  holy  love  I  commit  you. 
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Christmas,  1908. 

Let  me  thank  you  for  two  things — first,  for 
your  perseverance  in  your  good  work,  Deo  gratias ; 
and  secondly,  for  your  prayers ;  only  let  me  remind 
you  that  as  I  get  older  I  need  more  and  more  super- 
natural help  and  guidance,  and  therefore  do  not 
forget  me :  and  may  God  reward  you  for  your 
kindness  to  His  servant. 

I  have  been  reading  with  very  great  interest 
a  book  by  the  Bishop  of  Bloemfontein,  called 
Ara  Cwli.  I  am  very  thankful  to  see  to  what 
spiritual  heights  God  is  leading  members  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

Some  forty  years  ago  we  were  struggling  in 
Oxford  to  maintain  the  very  existence  of  "  Moral 
Truth";  now  we  have  books  on  the  highest  stages 
of  the  moral  and  spiritual  life,  such  as  we  were 
accustomed  to  look  for  in  the  mystical  writers  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  and  in  other  communions.   This 
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is  very  wonderful,  and  a  matter  of  deep  thank- 
fulness. 

I  will  give  you  a  quotation  from  the  Bishop  of 
Bloemfontein's  book  which  I  think  may  be  helpful 
to  you.  The  first  chapter  he  calls  "Disillusion- 
ment," i.e.  the  realizing  the  failure  of  the  things 
of  this  world  to  give  us  satisfaction.  He  says 
disillusionment  is  the  starting-point  of  experiential 
religion  :  it  does  more  than  anything  else  to  give 
substance  and  sincerity  to  faith.  The  man  who 
finds  no  satisfaction  for  his  affections  or  will  or 
intellect  in  the  things  of  this  world  turns  with 
a  hungry  soul  to  God.  To  him  God  is  to  be  no 
mere  artistic  embellishment  of  a  life  whose  serious 
interests  are  elsewhere  ;  not  a  conventional 
ground  or  justification  for  the  restraint  of  morality 
nor  a  recipient  of  traditional  expressions  of 
homage  and  respect,  not  a  polite  synonym  for  all 
that  is  obscure,  mysterious,  and  unknowable  in  his 
surroundings.  On  the  contrary,  God  is  to  be  to  him 
the  object  on  Whom  every  power  of  his  nature 
is  bent,  the  sum  and  substance  of  truth,  and 
beauty,  and  goodness,  the  food  of  his  soul,  the 
inspiration  of  his  acts,  the  familiar  Friend  and 
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Counsellor  of  his  everyday  life,  the  Master  Who 
has  a  right  to  dispose  of  him  as  He  will,  and 
Whose  service  is  perfect  freedom.  .  .  . 

' ' This  discontent  is  a  divine  discontent;  its 
function  is  to  bring  us  to  the  one  unchanging  and 
eternal  Christ."  If  rightly  used  and  supplemented 
by  the  spirit  of  detachment,  it  will  take  us  from  a 
querulous  disposition,  and  a  philosophy  of  despair : 
it  will  in  the  end  enable  us  to  enjoy  the  many 
pleasures  which  God  has  given  us,  even  in  this 
world,  with  a  purer  and  safer  joy. 

"Thou  Who  hast  given  me  eyes  to  see 
And  love  this  sight  so  fair, 
Give  me  a  heart  to  find  out  Thee 
And  read  Thee  everywhere." 

May  this  twofold  joy  be  yours  ! 
God  bless  you  and  keep  you. 


ANNT1A1    TFTTI7F?     JOHQ  OS 


Facsimile  of  the  beginning  and  ending  of  the  Bishops  last  letter 
to  the  Guild. 
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Christmas,  1909. 

Yet  once  more  by  God's  mercy,  I  am  allowed 
to  write  to  you  ! 

First  let  me  express  my  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  this  continued  goodness  towards  us,  I  hear 
our  numbers  have  entered  the  fifth  thousand  ! 
That  is  very  wonderful,  as  you  are  not  drawn 
together  like  the  members  of  a  money-making 
Insurance  Company,  but  simply  by  the  power  of 
the  faith,  and  the  golden  cord  of  God's  love. 

And  then  next  let  me  thank  you  for  persever- 
ance in  your  work,  though  in  the  constant  presence 
of  sickness  and  suffering  and  death.  I  have 
nothing  new  to  say  to  you,  my  dear  children  in 
Christ,  but  I  have  just  been  reading  a  book 
addressed  to  clergymen  which  puts  one  side  of 
the  truth  with  fresh  vigour. 

He  says  his  book  "starts  from  the  truth  that 
there  is  an  Incarnation  in  the  priest  which  is  to 
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save  the  parish.      That    Christ   is   in   the   priest 
reconciling  the  parish  onto  God.55 

This  is  said  specially  of  the  clergy,  but  it  is  also 
true  of  you,  and  of  every  true  Christian  man  and 
woman.  It  is  your  great  work  to  bring  the 
likeness,  and  mind,  and  spirit  of  Christ  into  the 
sick-room,  into  every  ward  in  the  hospital,  and 
into  every  mind  and  heart  of  every  sick  person  in 
the  ward. 

It  is  your  great  privilege  to  represent  the 
sympathy  and  the  love  of  Christ,  and  to  show 
how  they  can  live  independently  of  earthly  reward, 
without  the  praise  of  men  or  the  surroundings  of 
luxury.  You  attend  with  patient  cheerfulness 
the  sick  and  the  poor,  the  thankful  and  the 
unthankful,  the  patient  and  the  complaining.  In 
the  spirit  of  Christ  you  can  "weep  with  those 
who  weep,'5  and  "rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice.55 

In  the  children's  ward  you  can  play  with  the 
children  and  help  to  make  them  happy.  You  can 
bring  amongst  them  the  spirit  of  Him  Who  made 
the  Marriage  Feast  of  Cana  cheerful  through  His 
first  miracle. 

Into  the  chamber  of  suffering  and  death  you 
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bring  the  spirit  of  Him  Who  wept  by  the  grave  of 
Lazarus.  Your  unfailing  care  and  tenderness 
for  the  sick  and  dying  will  be  an  evidence  to  them 
that  you  value  life  for  something  beyond  its  use  in 
this  world.  Your  calmness  and  steady  confidence 
in  the  hour  of  death  will  help  them  to  lay  firm 
hold  of  the  "sure  and  certain  Hope  of  the  Resur- 
rection to  eternal  life." 

Let  this  be  your  New  Year's  thought — "  I  am  to 
carry  on  the  great  work  of  the  Incarnation.'' 

This  is  no  mere  fancy,  but  the  truth  based  upon 
the  great  words  of  Scripture,  "The  Word  was 
made  Flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld 
His  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth.  .  .  .  And  of  His 
fullness  have  we  all  received."  Through  the 
Incarnation  God  and  man  are  linked  together 
most  mysteriously  so  that  our  Saviour  could  say, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  My  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  Me." 

Your  prayers,  your  Bible,  and  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  are  the  great  means  by  which  this 
precious  truth  is  kept  alive  in  your  minds  and 
hearts.     It   is  a   supernatural   truth,    a   truth   of 
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God's  special  revelation :  see  that  you  are  careful 
to  make  full  use  of  the  supernatural  means  by 
which  the  great  truth  is  retained. 

May  God  continue  to  abide  with  you,  and  bless 
you,  and  to  refresh  you  with  the  increasing  con- 
sciousness of  His  Presence  and  His  love. 
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JOHANN  MICHAEL  SAILER, 
Bishop  of  Ratisbon,  born  1751  ;    died  1832. 

(See  pages  viii.  and  87.) 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE  ON 

JOHANN  MICHAEL  SAILER 

BISHOP  OF  RATISBON.1 

JOHANN  MICHAEL  SAILER  was  born  at 
Aresing,  in  Upper  Bavaria,  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1751.  His  father  was  the  village  shoemaker, 
an  honest  and  a  pious  man.  Of  his  mother 
nothing  is  known  save  what  Sailer  tells  us  in 
the  preface  to  his  book  on  Education,  written 
forty  years  after  her  death.  He  speaks  of  her 
with  almost  worshipping  reverence  and  grati- 
tude, as  one  through  whom  and  in  whom  he 
had  seen  the  eternal  life.  Her  influence  re- 
mained with  him  and  upheld  him  all  through 
his  later  years  of  struggle  and  success. 
At  ten  years  of  age  the  little  Sailer  showed  so 

1  See  Life  by  Aichinger,  Freiburg,  i.  B  (1865),  and  Stevenson's 
Praying  and  Working  (1863). 
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many  signs  of  promise  that  the  neighbours  urged 
his  father  to  send  him  to  Munich  to  carry  on 
his  studies.  His  father  refused  at  first,  for  the 
very  obvious  reason  that  he  had  not  the  means 
to  do  it ;  but  the  village  carpenter  came  to  the 
rescue  and  rallied  him  for  his  want  of  courage. 
"See,"  said  he,  "I  am  as  poor  as  you  are,  and 
yet  my  boy  is  a  student  at  Munich."  Finally 
Sailer  gave  in,  and  the  two  trudged  off  to 
Munich  together,  leading  the  boy,  and  armed 
with  a  brace  of  snipe  as  a  present  to  the  teacher 
whose  interest  they  hoped  to  secure.  Whether 
or  no  the  snipe  gained  the  day,  the  little  Sailer 
remained  at  Munich,  and  in  later  life,  in  the 
days  of  his  prosperity,  he  was  wont  to  say  that 
he  owed  everything  to  the  grace  of  God  and  two 
snipe.  The  snipe  appear  in  his  seal,  and  after 
his  death  King  Ludwig  had  them  carved  upon 
the  pedestal  of  his  monument. 

The  early  days  of  his  student  life  proved 
exceedingly  hard  for  the  moneyless  lad,  but  he 
worked  with  a  never-flagging  industry,  and 
seems  to  have  always  managed  to  win  kindly, 
helpful  friends. 
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In  1770  he  entered  the  novitiate  of  the  Jesuits, 
and  remained  with  them  until  the  suppression 
of  the  Order  in  1773.  In  1775  Sailer  was  or 
dained  priest.  In  1780  we  find  him  Professor 
of  Theology  in  Dillingen,  and  this  brought  him 
into  the  happiest  and  helpfullest  relations  with 
young  men.  Christopher  Schmid,  a  once  famous 
writer  of  tales,  was  a  pupil  of  Sailer's,  and  tells 
us  of  his  lofty  enthusiasm  for  truth,  the  thrill  of 
his  glowing  words,  and  the  stateliness  of  his 
good  German  speech.  "For  no  man  on  earth," 
he  says,  "have  I  ever  felt  a  respect,  a  love,  and 
gratitude  so  deep  as  for  Sailer."  The  life  of  Sailer 
at  that  time  was  the  more  conspicuous  and  impres- 
sive from  the  fact  that  he  was  seen  against  the 
dark  background  of  a  most  unspiritual  genera- 
tion. It  was  a  cold,  hard  time,  and  the  influence 
of  rationalism  lay  like  a  frost  upon  the  hearts 
and  hands  even  of  the  religious  teachers.  Mean- 
while a  widespread  movement  of  dissatisfaction 
and  of  desire  for  better  things  was  beginning  to 
make  itself  felt  throughout  Catholic  Germany. 
Men  were  longing  to  get  past  words  to  Christ, 
and   into  direct  and   intimate    communion  with 
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Him.  The  movement  went  astray  in  one  direc- 
tion, in  the  formation  of  the  Society  of  the 
Illuminati,  a  body  of  earnest  men  who,  in  their 
zeal  for  the  life  and  purity  of  religion,  cast  off 
some  of  its  most  vital  elements.  There  was 
much  in  this  movement  at  its  outset  to  call  out 
the  sympathy  of  Sailer  —  its  protest  against 
formalism,  its  fervour,  its  active  charity,  its 
vivid  realization  of  the  unseen  world.  And 
this  gave  Sailer's  enemies  their  opportunity: 
they  accused  him  of  Illuminism  and  he  was  dis- 
missed from  his  Professorial  Chair.  He  then 
withdrew  to  Munich  to  take  counsel  with  his 
friend  Winkelhofer.  "What  brings  you  here?" 
his  old  friend  asked.  "They  have  dismissed 
me."  "Come,  then,  and  rest  with  me.  My 
room,  my  table,  my  goods,  my  heart — all  I  have 
— is  yours."  In  these  years  of  retreat  Sailer 
wrote  and  published  much,  an  apostolate  of  the 
pen  that  spread  his  influence  over  an  area  wider 
than  ever. 

In  1799  he  was  re-appointed  Professor,  and 
settled  at  Landshut.  His  spiritual  gifts,  and  his 
skill  as  a  spiritual   guide,   were    now  becoming 
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known,  and  men  eminent  in  Church  and  State 
sat  at  his  feet  and  drew  upon  his  rich  stores  of 
learning  and  experience.  In  1822  he  was  con- 
secrated Coadjutor-Bishop  to  the  Bishop  of 
Regensburg,  whom  he  succeeded  in  1829. 

Sailer's  labours  and  his  years  were  now  begin- 
ning to  tell  upon  him,  and  his  many  friends 
watched  with  dismay  his  gradual  loss  of  power. 
He  had  now  lived  down  the  oppositions  and  sus- 
picions of  former  years,  and  was  surrounded  by 
friends  and  disciples  full  of  appreciation  and 
affection.  On  his  eightieth  birthday  King  Lud- 
wig  I  of  Bavaria  bestowed  upon  him  one  of  the 
most  prized  of  the  decorations  in  his  power  to 
give.  It  was  sent  with  the  following  letter  in 
the  King's  hand: 

4 'Dear  and  deeply-venerated  Sailer, 

"I  congratulate  Bavaria  that  it  has  pos- 
sessed you  for  eighty  years,  and  trust  it  may 
keep  you  yet  longer  in  the  continued  energy 
and  benediction  of  your  spiritual  power.  As  a 
mark  of  my  feeling  towards  you  and  my  sense 
of  your  worth,  receive  the  Grand  Cross  of  the 
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Order  of  Merit.  That  it  shines  upon  so  true  a 
breast  exalts  the  Order.  In  every  position  of 
your  life  you  have  been  loyal  to  what  is  good, 
bringing  light  through  the  dark  years,  and  bless- 
ing upon  the  years  to  come  through  the  men 
you  have  formed.  These  in  their  turn  will  form 
others  of  like  mind  in  our  holy  Religion.  Live 
on  long  years  still  for  Church  and  State.  This 
is  the  wish,  my  very  dear  Bishop,  of  one  who 
knows  your  excellence. — Ludwig." 

This  was  Sailer's  last  birthday  on  earth.  He 
was  evidently  failing  now,  yet  he  gathered  up 
his  strength  to  do  battle  once  more,  and  for  the 
last  time,  for  the  rights  of  the  Church.  On  May 
15th  he  wrote  in  defence  of  his  position  to  the 
King,  his  letter  ending  with  the  words,  uWe 
must  obey  God  rather  than  man ! "  The  next 
day  a  paralytic  stroke  left  him  helpless  and 
speechless,  but  still  conscious ;  recognizing  all 
about  him,  and  "smiling  upon  them  with  un- 
speakable love."  On  the  20th  of  May,  1832,  as 
the  Angelus  was  ringing,  he  entered  into  his  rest. 
He  was  buried  at  his  Cathedral,  and  over  his 
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grave  the  King  raised  a  monument  to  his 
memory.  At  the  blessing  of  this  memorial, 
Bishop  Schwalb,  successor  to  the  See  of  Regens- 
burg,  closed  his  address  with  these  words : 

"The  name  of  Sailer  is  named  with  gratitude 
and  veneration  not  only  in  Germany  but  beyond 
the  bounds  of  Germany.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  Sailer  has  by  word  and  deed,  and  by 
the  beautiful  harmony  of  his  teaching  and  his 
life,  accomplished  the  most  blessed  results  for 
his  Fatherland.  And  precisely  in  those  times 
when  faith  was  weak  and  a  widespread  unbelief 
was  seeking  to  lead  away  our  youth,  he  was 
able  by  the  force  and  earnestness  of  his  character 
to  save  them  and  bring  them  home  to  the  holy 
things  of  our  religion  and  our  Church.  In  fatal 
times  Sailer  shone  like  a  star  amidst  the  dark 
clouds,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  sup- 
porters of  Christian  truth  and  life.  His  memory 
remains  with  us  in  benediction." 

Sailer's  collected  writings  fill  forty-one  volumes. 
They  deal  with  many  subjects — Theology,  Ethics, 
Philosophy,  the  Spiritual  life,  Biographies,  etc. ; 
and  all  his  work  is  marked  by  the  same  lumin- 
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ous  simplicity.  The  faith  and  love  and  gentle- 
ness of  the  holy  Bishop  seem  still  to  breathe 
through  his  quiet,  unaffected  sentences.  Every- 
where we  are  face  to  face  with  a  most  lovable 
personality,  one  who  writes  of  the  things  which 
by  actual  experience  he  knows,  and  knows  to 
be  the  light  of  life,  who  writes  because  he  loves 
— loves  truth  and  men,  and  is  urgent  with  a 
holy  zeal  to  bring  them  into  fellowship. 
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